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From the 
President

Dear Leaders,

Congratulations on all the work being 
done to enable us to keep Irish Girl Guides 
vibrant, exciting and relevant for today’s 
girls and you, our Leaders. The National 
Conference provided great inspiration and 
started off the year well. It introduced so 
many new plans and options. Of note were 
details of the Aviation Interest Badges and 
the SDG#13 Climate Action badge (see 
information in Spring Trefoil News). Also, the 
possibility of new online training for Leaders 
was overviewed by Liz Waters and Maria 
Flanagan from An Cosán. See page 18 for 
details of an opportunity for Leaders.
 
There are always Champions to be found in 
Irish Girl Guides, but we now have 15 special 
Champions to help unravel the mysteries of 
OGM and the accounts packages through 
practical fireside chats. I hope there is one 
in my locality as information is always good 
and OGM has real potential to ease the 
administration load and provide resources.

Over the last few years we have been 
choosing other champions in the form of 
Honorary Ambassadors. When you receive 
this edition there will have been a change 
over of Honorary Ambassador at the General 
Council Meeting. Kate and Annie Madden 
will have finished their very successful year. 
They really championed us on social media, 
attended and spoke at many events and 
were so willing to travel to meet Units and 
Districts. Very often promotion is achieved 
by utilising all occasions to mention the 
organisation you represent, and they have 
done this very well. They also provided 
inspiration as role models giving a real 
example of what can be achieved. A sincere 
thank you to Kate and Annie and best wishes 
for the future.

ABOVE: A selection of the IGG 
Fearless Girl competition entries. See 
back cover for the winning entry.
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Editor’s Note...
Greetings Leaders,

This summer Trefoil News brings you activities for the 
outdoors, Ladybird Days Out and Pack Holidays. You will 
also fi nd info on the new Aviation badges (see insert), 
recently launched in collaboration with Aer Lingus (pg 12).

Octagon 2021 international camp has been launched (pg 
9); we respond to queries posed by Leaders at National 
Conference; and fi nd out about the new counselling 
service available to IGG members & staff .

In the last edition we introduced the SDG 13: Climate 
Action badge - in this edition you'll fi nd Climate Action 
activities for each Branch.

Your Support Network (pg 39) is a reminder of the 
available supports for Leaders and will feature in Trefoil 
News going forward. 
 
Claire de Jong
trefoil.news@irishgirlguides.ie

ON THE COVER: Photo from the launch at National 
Conference of the SDG 13 Climate Action badge in 
collaboration with Trócaire. Featured are Jodie, Keilah, 
Laoise and Aoife from Units in Galway.

INSERTS:
1. IGG Overview & Infographics
2. Counselling service business card
3. Aviation badges - criteria and activities

Niamh Shaw will take over for the 
coming year and she is excited about the 
possibilities it raises. Everyone at the First 
Lego League Final at DCU will already 
have met Niamh when taking part in this 
robotics and innovation challenge. Niamh 
has already suggested a space badge so 
watch this space!

It is great to have people willing to give 
their time to support and promote Irish 
Girl Guides. I know many of you, on World 
Thinking Day, will have worn your uniform 
to work or out and about. I heard that 
one Trefoil Guild member wore her scarf 
when shopping. It made me think of the 
song “This Little Guiding Light of Mine”, 
especially the line “hide it under a bush, 
oh no!” Will you be a champion also, and 
speak to a group about Guiding before 
2019 ends? It could be, for example, a 
community group, a school, at work or a 
local business.

I would like especially to wish all the 
Ladybirds and their Leaders a Happy 30th 
Birthday, enjoy a great party. Well done 
very well done!

Today the evening is staying bright till 
nearly 6pm; when you read this there 
will be even brighter evenings giving 
opportunities for more outdoor activities. 
Planning for camps and weekends away 
will be underway. Enjoy a good summer of 
activities and, also, take time to relax.

Yours in Guiding,

 

Maureen Murphy 
National President
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IN MEMORY OF
STEPHANIE SHEEHY

Stephanie Sheehy from Kenmare died 
tragically on Thursday 24 January. 
Steph was an original Kenmare 
Guide, being one of the first enrolled 
in our Unit. She didn't want to leave 
at 14 so she started up the local 
Senior Branch with one of the Guide 
Leaders. She loved being a Guide, the 
friendships, the fun, camping, cook 
outs, challenges and fun days out; 
Steph was to the forefront of them 
all.

Steph was a kind considerate girl, gentle and 
funny, kind of shy but ready to step up when 
needed nonetheless. Little did the younger 
girls know of her anxiety and depression, 
hidden by her beautiful smile and kind ways. 
Steph was a sister to the other Guides. She 

was the embodiment of all you'd ever 
want in a young person, strong, kind 
and funny. She was bright, attending 
the Centre for the Talented Youth of 
Ireland (CTYI) summer camps in DCU 
for several summers. She was in sixth 
year preparing her CAO application 
for UCC.

Our lovely Steph will be missed 
so much by so many, not only in 
Kenmare District, but at fun days 
and camps with the other Units in 
our Region. We wish to thank all 
the Leaders and girls who came to 
Kenmare for her removal and funeral. 
Her Guiding family sang 'Softly 

Falls' to close her Mass and Taps resonated 
throughout the Church. Her family found so 
much comfort in seeing her 
IGG friends gathered together. 
Our lovely Steph has gone 
home. 

IGG members in Kildare, from Ladybirds to Trefoil Guild,
learning together about international Guiding

and the Kusafiri World Centre in Africa,
in celebration of World Thinking Day.

Photo courtesy of Joan O'Brien Photography

IN MEMORY AND TREFOIL GUILD
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DUBLIN
Closes at end of business Thursday 25 
July and re-opens Monday 12 August
Note: Summer opening hours apply 
from Monday 10 June until the end of 
August. Open Monday to Thursday 
10am to 4.30pm

CORK
Closes at end of business Saturday 
15 June and re-opens Tuesday 10 
September

GALWAY
Closes at end of business Saturday 
8 June and re-opens Wednesday 11 
September

LIMERICK
Closes at end of business Wednesday 
29 May and re-opens Saturday 14 
September

5

IGG DIARY AND NOTICEBOARD

   DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
APRIL 27 Timpeall an Domhain National final
MAY 9 Europe Day

12 International Permit training 
18 NPT meeting

JUNE 8 Executive meeting
15 Ladybird's 30th birthday party
20 World Refugee Day
30 Deadline for Commissioners to submit National 

Guide Award applications
JULY 27 Explorer Belt

EVENTS ON OGM 
Your Events is available in the silver and gold packages of OGM 

and allows you to set up an event and record who is attending. All 

members of the Youth Section – youth members and Leaders - are 

listed automatically when you set up a new event.

The event planning system is linked to the Parent Booking System which is accessible through 

My.Guide.

Set up a new event by selecting ‘Create Event’. A pop-up window will prompt you to add in an 

event name, location, dates and costs. In the member’s personal details, you can select all the 

members who are attending the event and send an email to parents/guardians.

You can also share an event with another Unit. This enables you to invite other Units to your event.

You can update attendance by going into the event and clicking in the attending column of the 

person’s name. You can also check attendance of the invited Unit, as this information is shared 

with the Unit that sent the invite.

You’ll find more details of how to use Your Events on page 17 of the OGM User Manual. 

IGG DISTRIBUTION CENTRES – SUMMER CLOSURES
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STAFF CHANGES IN IGG AND MEMBERSHIP FEES

Membership Fees
Please be aware that the membership fees will be 
going up from €40 to €45 in 2020. It has been 
many years since there has been an increase in 
membership fees, however, our organisational 
costs have risen.

Approximately 50% of our funding comes 
from the membership fees and 50% comes 
from government grants. This income helps 
us to support Leaders through programme 
development, providing RDOs and running 
National Office, managing the website and OGM, 
providing training for Leaders and lots of other 

resources. Our income enables IGG to provide 
grants such as the First Aid grant, financial 
assistance grants, camp grants and grants to run 
Regions and committees. Insurance costs have 
increased significantly but we cannot skimp on 
these and, finally, we use this money to pay our 
membership to WAGGGS.

IGG remains very competitive price-wise with its 
peers in the youth sector and we continue to offer 
excellent value for money to all our members. 
From July 2019, IGG will provide every Unit with 
Gold Plus level access to OGM so that everyone 
can benefit from the possibilities of the system.

Therese Joyce, Finance Committee

HEATHER BURNETT NILAND
Eastern Region RDO 

My earliest memory of Guiding is being at a camp in Westport with my 
Mum as she tested someone for their CO. I was about six years old and this 
experience set me on a journey and love of the outdoors for the rest of my 
life.

I was in Kilternan Brownies and Guides, achieved my Gold Cords (as it was 
called in those days) and I continued volunteering from the age of 17 to 
the present. Beavers, Cubs, Ladybirds, Scouts, Ventures and the circle is 
complete now that I’m back at Kilternan Guides. I have travelled to Utah, Iceland, Jersey, Scotland, 
Wales and all over Europe interrailing, as well as numerous Irish camps.  

My career to date was in childcare, running Little Darlings Creche in Fernhill where we achieved a 
Centre of Excellence and spent more time outdoors than in. More recently, I have opened Forest 
Kids which offers adventures for children. I’ve been a member and Chair of the National Childcare 
Committee and I have also been involved in ‘No Bucks Café’ where we feed the homeless. I am 
looking forward to meeting all the Units in my Region during my time as RDO.

Geraldine Gillmor is the new 
Distribution Centre (DC) Manager 
at IGG National Office. Geraldine 
first joined the accounts team 
at National Office in 2017 and, 
in March 2018, she took on 
the role of Finance Support. 
Geraldine assisted Leaders who 
needed support and advice for 
maintaining and completing their 
annual accounts. 

Geraldine began in her new role 
as DC Manager on 1 March 2019. 
With her more recent background 
of accounts, that side of the work 
in the Distribution Centre comes 
effortlessly to her. As for the rest, 
Geraldine is looking forward to 
applying her years of experience in dealing and 
negotiating with suppliers and providing good 
quality and reasonably-priced products.

Geraldine is embracing the 
exciting new challenge of 
managing the Distribution 
Centre. Currently she is 
delighted to be overseeing the 
production of the new Aviation 
Interest Badges, the SDG 13 
Climate Action Special Focus 
Badge and the Good Turn Week 
badges.

Geraldine believes in providing 
a friendly, fair and efficient 
service and is looking forward to 
meeting lots more IGG Leaders 
‘over the counter’!

Contact the Distribution Centre team:
geraldine.gillmor@irishgirlguides.ie

caitriona.kelly@irishgirlguides.ie

NEW DUBLIN DISTRIBUTION CENTRE MANAGER - GERALDINE GILLMOR
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.....and spotted on Social Media.....

IGG in the MediaIGG in the MediaIGG in the Media
Making the Headlines.....

Killarney Guides celebrate World Thinking Day – Killarney Outlook, 1 March
Girl Guides and Brownies urged to take the Engineers’ Week Challenge – Vale Star, Mallow Star, 

Weekly Observer and Dungarvan Observer, 21 February
Maureen’s 40 years of service – Leinster Express, 19 February

Irish Girl Guides team up with Trócaire to tackle climate change – Mallow Star and Vale Star and 
Weekly Observer, 14 February

Guides take on climate change – Southern Star, 16 February
Glory for Fingal Girl Guides at Lego League finals – Dublin Gazette, 14 February

Aer Lingus partners with Guides for new Aviation badge – Swords Fingal Independent, 12 February
Girl Guides all ready for take off! – Meath Chronicle, 16 February

Guides go green with climate change badge – Irish Daily Mirror, 11 February
Guides in eco drive – The Sun, 11 February

Aer Lingus create special Girl Guide Aviation badge – Southern Star, 7 February
Badge takes off – Irish Examiner, 6 February

Scheme up in Aer for girls – Irish Daily Mirror, 6 February

Josepha Madigan - @josephamadigan - Mar 4
It was lovely meeting the Taney & Dundrum Brownies this evening. They 
told me all about the positive work they do for the #environment and 
#genderequality & I gave them advice on how to become a Minister 
when they grow up @IrishGirlGuides

@Dundrum_info @TaneyResi

Emily McCann @EmilyMcCann13 - Feb 24
@CGIGirlGuides @IrishGirlGuides Summerhill and Seashell Guides 
working together to make a flag pole

Christine Vinciguerra Cumiskey - Irish Girl Guides
February 21 at 5.54pm

We had a wonderful Thinking Day Ceremony and 
Enrolment Caroleen Mary Pháitch @Caroleenmp - Feb 28

St Nicholas Guides started the #SDG3 Health & Well Being badge tonight. 
They made stress balls & protein bars & decided their home-made bars were 
nicer than shop ones. @IrishGirlGuides @wagggs_world @HealthyGalway
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE FEEDBACK

Open Forum 2019
During the National Conference in 
Galway, the following topics were 
raised by members present. Answers 
are provided in italics. 

General:
 ▶       Commitment and target to get rid of single use plastics at camps, events & meetings:  IGG is keen to 

address this and already there is a Senior Branch group who are going to look at this topic and report back 
to Executive in the autumn.  

 ▶ Is it possible to have Guide Unit neckerchiefs reinstated?  The Uniform Guidelines were reviewed by the 
Executive Committee in October 2018 and this wasn’t brought up as a concern. They are due for review again 
in 2021. Unit neckerchiefs will be put on a list for consideration then. 

 ▶ No alcohol at international camps:  IGG has a Substance Use Policy in which it clearly states the parameters 
around which alcohol is permitted at IGG events: “Adults at an event or residential experience involving girls 
and young women should exercise discretion regarding alcohol. They must abide by the legislation to do 
with the legal age for drinking alcohol, any guidelines set down prior to an event and the venue policy on 
the consumption of alcohol. In order to deal with an emergency or first aid incident, at least two adults must 
abstain from alcohol consumption, at least one of whom must be able to drive and have access to a car.” As 
per all policies, if any members have an issue, they should write to the Executive Committee and ask them to 
review. 

 
 ▶ Can Guides put badges on their hoodies?  Currently, Guides cannot put badges on their hoodies. This will 

also be put on the list for consideration when the Uniform Guidelines are reviewed again. 

 ▶ Can we get a downloadable version of the Online Banking info?  These are available in the National 
Resources folder, under Unit Admin on OGM. 

 ▶ Can we have another flavour of cookies?  2019 is year 3 of the Cookies project and we are introducing 
another flavour. 

 ▶ Is Good Turn Week an annual thing?  Yes, National Good Turn Week is an annual week in April which is 
decided each year depending on when Units/schools close for Easter holidays. 

 ▶ What information should I be adding to OGM re accounts and where does it go?  Go to Unit Admin in 
the Leader’s section and select Unit and Account Details. Under Bank Account Details add in the Financial 
Institution’s information - account name, address and signatories. Then add in account details which is 
located in a separate box. Add in balance brought forward (opening balance of your Unit accounts (cash + in 
bank) on 1 January), income, expenditure and final balance (closing balance of your Unit accounts (cash + in 
bank) on 31 December).

Programme & Training:
 ▶  Brownie Pack Holiday – can under 8s be allowed?  It has been confirmed that girls under 8 can be allowed 

at the Leader’s discretion.

 ▶  Ladybirds overnight?  Ladybird Committee will consider the idea of a Sleepover Interest Badge and 
qualifications required.

 ▶  What happened to the spirituality theme in the Ladybird Programme?  Ladybird Committee will consider 
this question as they understood that it was still in the Programme.  

 ▶  Leader skills in the outdoors - increase them?  This spring a Leader’s outdoor skills weekend is taking place 
in conjunction with the Patrol Leader’s weekend. Regions will be asked to also run more localised outdoor 
training. 

 ▶  Why has the requirement to camp been removed from the Guide Trail Blazer Award?  It is not compulsory 
for a Guide to camp to achieve her National Guide Award. Camping is encouraged but an inability to do so 
should not limit someone from completing the award. 

 ▶ Possibility of Go Global as a Regional Roadshow?  International Committee will discuss the possibilities. 
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OCTAGON 2021

Our thanks to the Guides from Sí Gaoith, Barna 
and Merlin Woods, Galway who helped launch 

the camp with flags and singing galore!

International Camp 2021 
launched! 

With great excitement, IGG’s next international 
camp in Ireland was launched at the National 
Conference in Galway. It will be called Octagon and 
will incorporate 8 different activity zones as well as 
a fun-filled, week-long Guiding programme. 

Dates: 1 – 7 August 2021 

Location: the grounds of Clongowes 
Wood College, Clane, Co. Kildare 

Further details will be available in autumn’s Trefoil 
News. In the meantime, spread the word amongst 
your international Guiding friends and check out 
Octagon’s social media pages. 

VOLUNTEER TO HELP ORGANISE CAMP!
We need many volunteers to help make a large 
international camp happen. We have some members 
of previous camp teams willing to mentor and train 
new volunteers for many key positions. If you are 
interested, please contact octagon@irishgirlguides.ie 

  Programme & Activities Team 
  Staff Coordination 
  Media Team 
  International Team 
  Site Logistics 
  Finance & Fundraising Team 

**
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Name UNit RegioN
Sinead Bayliss Bray Ladybirds Eastern

Elaine McDonald Droichead Nua 
Brownies 

Eastern

Ann O'Grady Crescent Ladybirds Mid West

Nicole Meyer Ennis Ladybirds Mid West

Aine Loughman Rathdowney Guides Mid West

Anna Higgins Navan Guides North East

Gill Martin Burrin Brownies South East

Sophie Dowdall Dolmen Ladybirds South East

Jennifer Wallace Crosshaven Ladybirds South West 

Margaret O'Driscoll Feale Ladybirds South West

Elizabeth Carson Kenmare Guides South West

Elizabeth Walsh Midleton Brownies 
Monday 

South West

Fiona Moloney Moresby Brownies  South West

Karina O'Driscoll Teampaillin Ban 
Brownies 

South West

Charlene Doorley Gallen Brownies WCM

Name UNit RegioN
Grainne Parkes Moycullen Brownies WCM

Josephine Lee North Longford 
Brownies 

WCM

Sinead Reilly North Longford 
Brownies 

WCM

Antoinette Smith North Longford 
Brownies 

WCM

WARRANTS ISSUED BETWEEN 17 JANUARY AND 12 MARCH 2019

Leader Warrants

Name UNit RegioN
Sinead Bayliss Bray Ladybirds Eastern

Elaine McDonald Droichead Nua 
Brownies 

Eastern

Avril Kelly Clogherhead Brownies North East

Elizabeth Davidson Moatland Brownies North East

Rebecca Cooney Mullagh Ladybirds North East

Audrey Mahony Mullagh Ladybirds North East

Ciara Smyth Mullagh Ladybirds North East

Jurinta Virbickaite Mullagh Ladybirds North East

Orlagh McCudden Silver Birch Brownies North East

Siobhan MacSweeney Cill Dubh Brownies South West

Doreen Turner Cill Dubh Brownies South West

Dawn Bergin Kenmare Guides South West

Roisin O'Raghallaigh Marian Guides  South West

Eimhear Smith Schull Guides South West

Vicky McCarthy Shannow Ladybirds South West

Helen Slattery Shannow Ladybirds South West

Loretto O'Sullivan St Vincents Brownies South West

Colette Lyons Camlin Brownies WCM

Alisha Daly Gallen Brownies WCM

Ruth Kavanagh Gallen Brownies WCM

Nicola Gleeson Gallen Ladybirds WCM

Sharon Guinan Gallen Ladybirds WCM

Katrina Kenny Gallen Ladybirds WCM

Olivia McCarthy 
Healy

Gallen Ladybirds WCM

Arlene Wynne Gallen Ladybirds WCM

Assistant Leader Warrants Assistant Leader Warrants Cont'd

Leader Warrant
As a warranted Assistant Leader, you can 
take a full active part in all your Unit’s 
activities with the rest of your Unit leadership 
team. You also become a voting member of 
IGG e.g. in the election of Commissioners.

You can now begin to work towards your 
Leader warrant. The requirements, hints and 
tips are on page 15-18 of Leading the Way. 
On completion of the requirements, please 
follow the same procedure as for an Assistant 
Leader warrant.

If you have any questions, please talk with 
your Unit Contact Person, Commissioner or 
RDO.

A warrant is a licence to be a recognised Leader in IGG. To hold a warrant, you must be an enrolled member 
of IGG. There are two stages to the warrant process: Assistant Leader warrant and Leader warrant. 

Assistant Leader Warrant
New Leaders must obtain this within one year of 
becoming a Leader. The requirements, hints and tips are 
on pages 11-14 of your Leading the Way book. This book 
is on our website in the publications area. Your District 
Commissioner, RDO or other experienced Leaders 
will work with you as you progress through these 
requirements.

On completion of these requirements, you should 
complete and sign a Warrant Nomination Form 
(available from our website) with your Commissioner/
RDO and send it to the Membership Administrator in 
National Office. Your warrant certificate will be posted 
to you and a warrant pin can now be obtained. Talk to 
your Commissioner about getting your pin as the Unit 
usually buys this for the Leader.

ASSISTANT AND LEADER WARRANTS
LEADER WARRANTS
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IRISH GIRL GUIDES IS NOW PROVIDING A CONFIDENTIAL COUNSELLING 
SERVICE TO VOLUNTEERS AND STAFF 

In each calendar year, any member/staff over 18 years of age, who may need 
counselling support in their role in the Irish Girl Guides, can avail of up to 3 free one-
hour sessions by phone/video call.  

If a member wishes to attend further sessions, they can pay an IGG discounted rate 
of €30 per session. This will be payable direct to the service provider. 

Rioghnach Cantwell will provide this service through a specific confidential mobile 
phone number. As well as being a Guide Leader for over 15 years, she is a qualified 
Relationship Mentor with a HDip in Relationship Mentoring from UCC. Rioghnach is 
registered with the Irish Association of Relationship Mentors. 

An email will be sent to all volunteers and staff with further details and a card is 
enclosed with this edition of Trefoil News for your reference. 

IGG will provide this service for one year initially from March 2019 to ascertain its 
viability. 

We hope this service will be of support to our valued volunteers and staff.

CONFIDENTIAL COUNSELLING SERVICE
CONTACT: RIOGHNACH CANTWELL AT 087-9664363

Environmentally Friendly Packaging 
of Trefoil News - Polyair™

We hope you will be pleased to learn that Trefoil News is mailed out 
to you by Magazine Mailing Services in Polyair™ envelopes, an eco-
friendly, commercially viable alternative to standard polythene.

Polyair™ dramatically reduces IGG’s carbon footprint and, rather than 
being oxy-degradable, Polyair™ material is bio-based. Polyair™ is 
made from sugar cane waste and it’s the process of photosynthesis 
as the plant grows that makes this product carbon neutral and the 
raw material remain 100% recyclable. The sugar cane actively captures 
CO2 from the atmosphere while at the same time releasing oxygen – 
making this material not just green, but proactively green.

Source: www.polytheneuk.co.uk

COUNSELLING SERVICE AND POLYAIR PACKAGING
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IGG Partnership with Aer Lingus
& the New Aviation Badges
Last year, we reached out to Yvonne de Silva who is Head of Operations 
Control in Aer Lingus in Dublin Airport to ask if they would like to do an 
Aviation Badge with the Irish Girl Guides. Yvonne was on the Service Team 
for the WAGGGS World Conference here in Dublin in 1999 and her daughter 
Leah, is a member of Navan Senior Branch.  

Aer Lingus were delighted to work with IGG and, under Yvonne’s leadership, they were eager to 
help promote the varying career opportunities for girls and women in aviation. One of our own IGG 
Leaders, Niamh Jennings is also a Captain on the A330 fleet which operates on American routes. 

On the day of the launch, we were treated to a special visit to the Aer Lingus hangar and got to see 
the newly designed fleet. We also got our photos taken in interesting places like inside the engine 
and the cockpit, and we met a number of inspiring women. Aer Lingus Chief Financial Officer 
Rachel Izzard joined us at the launch and commended us on the initiative, which she was delighted 
to support. The launch generated a lot of media coverage and the girls from Navan who helped us 
launch the badges had a wonderful time. 

Our sincere thanks to Yvonne and her colleagues in Aer Lingus for their support and ingenuity in 
developing the badge designs and criteria. It was wonderful to develop the concept together. 

A special thanks to Áine Divilly (Brownie Branch Chair), Jenny Gannon (Programme & Training 
Chair) and Helen Concannon for their work on the resource materials, and to the Branch Chairs and 
the Leaders who facilitated sessions on the badges at the National Conference. The badges and 
resources are now available on OGM. The badge criteria are also included on the insert with this 
Trefoil News. 

NEW AVIATION INTEREST BADGE
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IRISH AVIATION AUTHORITY AND JOURNEY PROGRAMME REVISIONS

Amazing Offer from the 
Irish Aviation Authority 
for Units interested

in Aviation! 
On foot of the media coverage of our new partnership 
with Aer Lingus and our Aviation Badges, we were 
contacted by Nicola Ní Riada from the Irish Air Traffic Controllers Association. They would love to 
support the STEM aspect of the Aviation Badges and are willing to have air traffic controllers come to 
visit Units or to welcome Units to visit their locations. They hope this would encourage lots of young 

girls to look to the skies in their career paths! 

They have Tower/Approach Units at Dublin, Cork and 
Shannon airports with an en-route centre in Shannon. 
When most people think of air traffic controllers they 
think of a tower but in fact the majority of Irish air traffic 
controllers are radar based in the en-route centre. 

Fun fact: Shannon en-route deals with about 90% of 
traffic to and from the USA to Europe each day!

If you want to find out more information about the Irish 
Aviation Authority or air traffic management in Ireland, 
please contact Alec Elliott, Communications & Marketing 

Lead of the Irish Aviation Authority, Tel: 01 603 1119, Email: alec.elliott@iaa.ie

If you want to arrange a visit to any of their Tower Units or to invite someone to come to speak to 
your girls, please contact Declan Mangan, Operations Manager, Email: declan.mangan@iaa.ie  

Journey Programme Revisions
 

You completed the Pit Stop and the Branch Committees have listened
to your opinions.  

Currently, the Branches are working on the minor changes that you suggested including:

All changes will be made over the summer and will be ready for the new 
Guiding year in September, and you will be kept informed by email.

A little less compulsory Programme for 

Brownie Leaders would give them a little 

more freedom in their weekly meetings.

Is learning their parents’ phone numbers 

necessary for Ladybirds?

A query from Guide Leaders as to whether 

the first year of the Journey Programme 

separates the girls too much from the rest 

of the Unit.
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MINISTER JOSEPHA MADIGAN VISITS DUNDRUM AND TANEY BROWNIES

LEADER WARRANTS

OUT AND ABOUT
NATIONAL CONFERENCE FEBRUARY 2019
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OUT & ABOUT

OUT & ABOUT ON WORLD THINKING DAY 2019
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SDG NO. 13 CLIMATE ACTION

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOAL

NO. 13: CLIMATE 
ACTION

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH TRÓCAIRE

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
are a set of 17 UN goals and targets that 
outline a vision for the future for people 
and the planet. The meaning of SDG 13 is 
‘take action to combat climate change and 
its impacts’. Irish Girl Guides have been 
working with Trócaire since 2017 to develop 
workshops and activities for youth based on 
this goal. 

Below you can see one activity for each 
Branch. The resources required, and the 
rest of the activities, are available on OGM. 
Remember, by achieving this badge your girls 
may have only one or two more activities to 
complete to also achieve their Environmental 
Awareness Interest Badge.

Ladybirds Option 1
Story Bag

Meet Daisy, who 
lives in Kenya. 
Learn about her 
environment 
and how it 
might differ 
from, and be 
like, life for an 
Irish Ladybird.

Show the 
Ladybirds 
the photos 
and discuss 
similarities and 
differences with 
their home.
Invite a 
Ladybird to 
put their hand in the Story Bag (explained with 
this activity on OGM). Ask her to feel an item, 
describe what it feels like and guess what it is.

Then ask the Ladybird to take the item out and 
name it. Invite the other Ladybirds to describe it 
further.

Provide prompts, e.g. is it rough or smooth, 
hard or soft. Then tell the story, passing around 
each item, and encouraging the Ladybirds to 
describe the item.  

Invite Ladybirds to remember they have lots of 
sisters all around the world, some with homes 
made of bricks and some with homes like 
Daisy's.

Brownies Option 3
Storm Sounds

Brownies will learn about María and 
about some of the issues facing María’s 
community.

Refer back to María’s story (available on 
OGM) and explain that it can be stormy 
where she lives. Read and explore the 
attached statements in a group.

1. Make a Brownie ring.
2. Rub your hands together quietly (like 

the rustling of leaves) and then add 
each Brownie in turn until everyone is 
involved.

3. Then make a new, slightly louder 
sound, such as light hand-clapping to 
sound like the first drops of rain and 
add each Brownie one by one.

4. Move on to a louder sound like hands 
slapping thighs to sound like heavy 
rainfall and, finally, loud feet-stamping.

5. Then reverse the stages to simulate the 
storm dying down, with a final round 
of no sound at all. Enjoy a minute of 
still and quiet.

What is it like to be outside in a storm?
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SDG NO. 13 CLIMATE ACTION

Guides Option 3
Walking Debate

The aim is for the Guides to experience the 
life of their character. 

Refer to Mahlet’s story (Option 2 - available 
on OGM) and ask how the girls feel their lives 
might differ or be similar.

Distribute a role card to each Guide to read 
but not to show to the others.

Guides should familiarise themselves with the 
role (think of who they are, where they live, 
their family, what kind of life they have and 
so on). 

Ask the Guides to stand in a row across the 
middle of the room. If the statement is true 
for their character, they take 1 step forward. If 
it is false, they take 1 step back. If they don’t 
know, they stay still.

Ask the Guides questions in role. How do 
you feel? What are you thinking? Then take 
Guides out of their character-roles and ask 
them to discuss the questions in Patrols.

Some Guides may like to pick a character 
and later, at home, write a diary entry for 
them. 

Senior Branch Option 6
Brainstorm all the issues/concepts that you 
examined in the previous SDG 13 Climate 
Action badge activities.

In order of importance, rank the issues 
you feel are most pressing and need to be 
addressed as soon as possible.

Once you reach consensus on a chosen 
issue, use the why? why? why? chain of 
questions as a way to look deeper into the 
issue and highlight some of the points that 
need to be addressed, thereby creating a 
tree shape.

Ask the groups to add an action that could 
be taken to address one of the ‘whys’ in the 
chain.

Encourage the Senior Branchers to consider 
the different ways that we can take action to 
bring about change (e.g. awareness-raising, 
lobbying, fundraising, school project, climate 
march, petition).

For more information on development education resources, 
check out:
www.trocaire.org and www.developmenteducation.ie   

For information on what the Irish Government is doing, 
check out the Department of Communications, Climate 
Action & Environment website:
https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/environment/topics/
sustainable-development/sustainable-development-goals/
Pages/default.aspx 
(shortened link) https://bit.ly/2r1tfqE
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SUPPORT AND TRAINING WITH AN COSÁN

Support and Training Opportunity
Looking at Support & Training last year identified a desire to have our trainings recognised in the 
educational realm. We investigated the possibility and, when discussing with external educational 
experts, we learned that our Assistant Leader warrant and Leader warrant are essentially a similar 
standard to that of the Leaving Certificate (QQI 
Level 4/5). So, we looked at other options to support 
the skills and knowledge gained by our Leaders and 
a new partnership with An Cosán will enable Leaders 
to work towards a Higher Certificate (QQI Level 6).

An Cosán, a Virtual Community College, offers a 
holistic, learner-centred model that puts the learner 
at the heart of all they do through a blended learning 
model of face-to-face and online courses. Their 
programmes are accredited through the Institute of 
Technology Carlow. An Cosán’s programmes aim to 
support each learner’s capacities and instill a sense 
of empowerment in their lives and communities. 

Group Work and Facilitation Skills QQI Level 6
This course will develop learners’ understanding of group dynamics, of principles underpinning 
facilitation styles and interventions, and a range of group work techniques. Learners will practice and 
improve their facilitation and presentation skills as well as their capacity to plan, deliver and evaluate 
a group. The programme will build on learners’ ability to critically reflect on their own knowledge, 
skills and experience both as a group participant and a group facilitator.

We hope that this module will be the first of many that An Cosán will facilitate with IGG. We hope 
in the near future to be offering a Certificate QQI Level 6. Each learner would complete six different 
programmes.

If you are interested in learning more or expressing interest in this or the 
next course, please get in touch by email at pandt@irishgirlguides.ie

Group Work and Facilitation Skills

NFQ Level QQI Level 6

Duration Induction Day: 27 April in National Office 10am-4pm
Online Sessions: 2 hours every week for 8 weeks
Final Workshop: 22 June (venue to be confirmed)

Fees €300 (€50 will be reimbursed to Leaders who complete the course)

ECTS Credits 10
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LADYBIRDS

Know your garden birds
Materials:
• picture of a swallow, magpie and robin
• copy of the statements about the birds
• sheet of paper with pictures  of the three birds so they 

can keep a record of seeing these birds during the 
week

1. Stick each of the three pictures of the magpie, robin 
and swallow on different walls in the hall.

2. Tell the girls they are going to hear some statements 
about these birds and they have to go and stand 
beside the correct picture if they think that the 
statement is about that bird.  

Discussion: 
Following the activity, ask the girls if they have seen these 
birds in their gardens or if they have bird feeders and if 
they watch the birds in the garden. Ask them to record 
any sightings during the week with a simple tick beside 
the picture on the sheet of paper 
provided. 

Badge links: Ladybird Bird Watcher Interest Badge Option 2; 
Grow Compulsory Challenge No. 10

Sources: http://www.birdwatchireland.ie and www.rspb.org.uk

Make a Bird Feeder
Materials:
• an orange or an apple per girl
• wool/twine
• something to punch a hole with
• peanut butter
• small butter knife or glue 

spreader

1. Each girl should peel an orange.
2. The peel of the orange is required 

for the bird feeder.
3. If using apples, peel the skins of 

the apples for the girls.
4. Punch the peel and assist the 

girls to tie a piece of twine big 
enough so that it can be placed 
on the branch of a tree.

5. Each girl should spread peanut 
butter onto the peel.

6. Explain to the girls that birds 
need to store up lots of energy 
by eating fat to help them survive 
the winter.

Badge link: Ladybird Bird Watcher 
Interest Badge Option 1

Dear Leaders,
The summer is nearly upon us which means we 
are near the end of another Guiding year. This 
has been an exciting year with the launch of 
the Climate Action badge in partnership with 
Trócaire, the Book Lover Interest Badge and the 
Aviation Interest Badge in partnership with Aer 
Lingus. We would like you to take a moment 
to reflect on the past couple of months and to 
remember how much you have all inspired the 
Ladybirds. Well done everyone and thank you 
for being you! ‘You don’t need a cape to be a 
hero, you just need to be you.’

Congratulations to Enya Maguire from 
CúChulainn Ladybirds for designing the winning 

Ladybird’s 30th birthday card. There were so 
many wonderful entries and we would like to 
thank every Unit who entered the competition.

We hope you are all looking forward to the 
Ladybird’s birthday party on 15 June at Fota 
Wildlife Park and Dublin Zoo. We are looking 
forward to meeting everyone at the party.

With the evenings getting brighter, we 
encourage all Units (where possible) to get 
outdoors and work on the Road Safety, Healthy 
Mind, Active Body and Sportswoman Interest 
Badges. 

Ladybird Branch
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Materials for group:
• hole punch
• crayons/markers
• stickers
• glitter

Materials for each Ladybird:
• small plastic gift bags
• ribbon
• gift tag with ‘A little treat for 

someone so sweet’ printed on
• sweets

Safety note: Please check in
advance if any of your Ladybirds
has an allergy.

LADYBIRDS

Materials:
• ham, cheese, mayonnaise, 

lettuce, butter, tomato, 
chicken slices, sliced 
bread

• paper plates (unless 
there is a chopping board 
for each Ladybird)

• butter
• knife
• tin foil
• labels for list of 

ingredients for each 
Ladybird

Safety note: Please check in
advance if any of your 
Ladybirds has an allergy.

Materials:
• 2 signs for corners
• hiking boots
• sunglasses
• runners
• flip flops
• jumper
• rain coat
• t-shirt
• hat & scarf
• gloves
• suncream

Ladybirds can each make their own 
sandwich with any of the healthy options 
on offer, discussing the nutrients in each 
ingredient. Here are some benefits of each 
of the choices:

Ham:    Protein to help you grow
Cheese:   Calcium for strong bones
Lettuce:   Vitamin C for glowing skin
A little butter:    Fat to protect your kidneys, heart & liver  

 and to give you energy
Tomato:    Vitamin C for healthy skin & Vitamin A  

 for good eyesight
A little mayonnaise:  Fat to protect your internal organs and  
   give you energy
Bread:    Carbohydrate to give you lots of energy

Badge links: Grow and Fly Choice Challenges No. 15

Make a Healthy Sandwich

1. Talk to the Ladybirds about the importance of staying warm and 
dry in bad weather.

2. Talk to the Ladybirds about the importance of wearing the correct 
footwear and for example why proper shoes will protect your feet 
on longer walks.

3. Put all the items in the middle of the group.
4. Name one corner of the room Sunny and Dry and another Wet 

and Windy.
5. The Ladybirds must place the items in the corner they think most 

appropriate.

Discussion
6. Talk to the Ladybirds about how many they got right and wrong. 

What did they get wrong? Discuss.

Badge links: Grow and Fly Choice Challenges No. 31

1. Decorate gift tag by colouring it in 
and adding stickers or glitter.

2. Fill bag up with sweets.
3. Use hole punch to make a hole 

at the top of the gift tag, put 
ribbon through.

4. Tie ribbon around the top of the 
bag in a bow.

5. Once every bag is finished each 
Ladybird will pass their bag to 
the Ladybird on their left as a 
present to inspire them to be 
generous to others.

Badge links: Grow and Fly Choice Challenges No. 13

Preparations for a Ladybird's Day Out

Clothes & Footwear for all Weathers

Make a Present for another Ladybird

hat & scarf

suncream
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LADYBIRDS

Be a Sportswoman
As part of the Sportswoman Interest Badge, 
Option 1 is to keep a log of all activities 
completed for two weeks. There is a full-sized 
template on OGM under ‘Activities’.

This is a great way to promote exercise and 
activity for the Ladybirds and helps to get the 
parents involved. 

Badge link: Ladybird Sportswoman Interest Badge 
Option 1

SCAVENGER HUNT
As the evenings should be brighter and drier you could 
take the Ladybirds on a walkabout in your local area. 
You could practice the Safe Cross Code as part of the 
Road Safety Badge (Grow Compulsory Challenge No. 7).
To make the evening more fun, you could go for a 
ramble and add in a scavenger hunt as part of the Grow 
Compulsory Challenge No. 10.  

You can create your own scavenger hunt template or 
find some samples on Pinterest, such as this one above.
Remind the Ladybirds of the Leave No Trace principles. 
It's a good chance to teach the girls the ethos to 
"Leave nothing but footprints, and take nothing but 
photographs".

Badge links: Grow Compulsory 
Challenge Nos. 7 & 10

Congratulations 
Enya Maguire, 
winner of the 

Ladybird's 30th 
birthday card 
competition

WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN ABOUT 
THE MANY WAYS YOU CAN GAIN 

INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE THROUGH 
WAGGGS?

IF SO, SEE PAGE 35 FOR A HEADS-
UP ABOUT THE NEXT INTERNATIONAL 

SELECTION DAY.www.leavenotraceireland.org
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BROWNIES
Dear Leaders,
Now that we come into the summer 
months, we hope that you are managing to 
get outside with your Brownies, whether 
it's for a Unit walk or a scavenger hunt 
(remember, both of these activities can be 
counted towards the Brownie Challenge).

We're sure plenty of you have Pack 
Holidays planned and we hope both 
Leaders and Brownies enjoy themselves! 
Thanks to all of you who have already sent 
in resources and ideas for Pack Holidays; 
we are looking forward to sharing them on 
OGM for everyone to use.

We hope you all have a great summer and 
we will see you in September for another 
Guiding year.

Brownie Branch

RAMADAN MOON 
& STARS MOBILE

Materials:
• template of moon & stars printed on white 

card, one per Brownie (available on OGM)
• glue/sellotape/hole punch (Leader’s choice)
• colouring pencils/crayons (Leader’s choice)
• string (approx. 40cm per Brownie)
• scissors

Introduction:
Muslims around the world 
observe Ramadan every 
year. During the month 
of Ramadan, people fast 
from eating and drinking 
between sunrise and 
sunset.

A crescent moon is a 
special symbol in the 
Islamic religion as they 
follow a lunar calendar. 
The sighting of the 
crescent moon marks 
the beginning of a new 
month. This is especially 
significant at the end 
of the holy month of 
Ramadan, when the 
sighting of the crescent 
moon marks the end of 
the fasting period and the 
end of Ramadan.

Instructions:
1. Each Brownie is to be given one template.
2. Using your choice of colouring pencils/

crayons, allow the Brownies to decorate the 
moon and star shapes.

3. When they have coloured them in they then 
have to cut them out.

4. The shapes can be glued/sellotaped onto the 
string or, alternatively, a hole can be punched 
in the top and bottom of each shape and the 
string threaded through the holes.

Badge links:
Brownie Challenge, Global Awareness No. 1;

Brownie Art and Craft Interest Badge No. 15;
Explore, Global Awareness No. 11

Source: www.nurturestore.co.uk

Clothing for 
different countries

Materials:
Ask the Brownies to gather the necessary 
clothes from home.

Week one
1. During the first meeting, discuss with 

the Brownies the different clothes that 
people around the world might wear 
depending on the weather, for example 
in the following conditions:
• a very hot country
• a very cold country
• a very wet country
• a very dry country

2. Ask the Brownies to come 
to the meeting the following week 
dressed for one of these conditions.

Week two
1. Hold a Unit fashion show.
2. Ask the Brownies to guess what kind of 

weather each Brownie is dressed for.

Badge link: Brownie Global Traveller
Interest Badge No. 9
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BROWNIES

WOULD YOU LIKE TO REPRESENT IGG AT AN INTERNATIONAL EVENT ABROAD?

IF SO, JOIN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THEIR NEXT SELECTION DAY.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN ABOUT THE MANY WAYS YOU CAN GAIN INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE 
THROUGH WAGGGS?

SEE PAGE 35

Here’s a final reminder for you to let us know - at iggbrowniebranch@gmail.com - if you run a Pack 
Holiday between January and August 2019. Include your Unit name and the number of Brownies that 
took part and we’ll get a treat out in the post for all of you.

If you have any other ideas for Pack Holidays please email us, or you can post ideas to us at Brownie 
Branch, Trefoil House, 27 Pembroke Park, Dublin 4. We’ll share the ideas on OGM for all Units to enjoy.

1. Each Brownie gets a scoop of ice 
cream in a sundae glass.

2. Pour cream soda/lemonade on top 
to create a Butterbeer float.

3. If using the optional extras, the 
Brownies can make their own 
Butterbeer ‘potion’ recipe using the 
syrup, cream, sprinkles etc.

Source: www.thimbleandtwig.com

Instructions:
1. Lay the washcloth on the diagonal.
2. Roll from the bottom up.
3. Fold in half.
4. Bend down each side.
5. Secure with an elastic band.
6. Tie on ribbon scarf. If using the Harry Potter theme, the 

ribbons can be linked with the four Harry Potter Houses:
• Gryffindor = scarlet and gold
• Ravenclaw = blue and bronze
• Slytherin = green and silver
• Hufflepuff = yellow and black

7. Add googly eyes and a felt beak using the hot glue gun.

Source: www.afewshortcuts.com

Sixes
Hufflepuff
Ravenclaw
Gryffindor
Slytherin

Leaders
Prof. Dumbledore
Prof. McGonagall

Prof. Snape
Madame Pomfrey

Prof. Sprout

Room Names
Gryffindor Common Room - Living Room/Bedroom

The Leaky Cauldron - Bathroom
Headmaster’s Office - Leader’s Room
The Forbidden Forest - Outside Area

The Great Hall - Dining Room

Materials:
• white washcloth per Brownie
• 2 googly eyes per Brownie
• elastic band per Brownie
• coloured ribbon
• hot glue gun

Pack Holidays

Harry Potter Pack Holiday

Butterbeer Float

Washcloth Owl

Ingredients:
• ice cream
• lemonade/cream soda
• optional: whipped cream, 

sprinkles, ice cream syrups
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BROWNIES

Design a Passport
Materials:
• template of passport, one for each 

Brownie, available on the next page and 
on OGM

• map of the world/globe (optional)
• colouring supplies

Introduction:
People have to get a passport to be able 
to travel around the world. Passports tell 
everyone certain details about the person who 
the passport belongs to, like what country 
they come from, their name and their age. You 
can also get a stamp in your passport to show 
people what countries you have travelled to.

Instructions:
1. Discuss the reasons as to why people 

might need a passport. When do you use a 
passport?

2. Hand out a template to each Brownie and 
colouring supplies to each Six.

3. The Brownies fill in their pretend Brownie 
passport details. 

4. In the world stamps section, if you 
are using a globe or map of the world 
you can allow the Brownies to find the 
names of different countries and insert 
them here. Alternatively, they can colour 
world flags in the spaces or make up 
imaginary country names.

Badge link: Brownie Global Traveller
Interest Badge No. 3

IF YOU'VE COMPLETED ONE CHALLENGE FROM EACH SECTION BY 
THE END OF JUNE, BE SURE TO PURCHASE AND AWARD THE BROWNIE 

CHALLENGE BADGE TO EACH BROWNIE.

TEAMWORK 

1. Divide Brownies into small groups and give each group 
the same equipment (e.g. ball, bucket, stick). Each 
group must create a game and teach it to the other 
groups. 

2. Learn a new song that has a 2-part harmony, or is a 
round, and sing it for an audience. 

3. Create a large group mural/poster that shows how 
Guiding promotes cooperation, communication and 
collaboration. 

LIFESKILLS 

1. Health/Fitness: Make up and perform an exercise 
programme to music, this should last a minimum of 
three minutes.

2. Safety: Know how the following can be dangerous 
to young children: plastic bags, medicines, scissors, 
disinfectants etc. 

3. Heritage: Dress a doll in traditional Irish costume or read 
an old Irish legend or myth and be able to tell the story 
to a tester in your own words. 

CHANGE 

1. Service to community: Perform a show/dance for others 
or carry out an activity for another charity e.g. carol 
singing, cake sale, sponsored silence. 

2. Spirituality: Organise and take part in a Guide's Own 
that lasts a minimum of five minutes. Make up a prayer 
for this special event. 

BROWNIE 
CHALLENGE

HAVE YOU COMPLETED ANY OF THESE 
CHALLENGES WITH YOUR UNIT THIS YEAR?

Tick the relevant boxes!

GUIDING 

1. Sharing History: Visit another section 
of Guiding – and tell them about the 
history of Brownies and that of your 
Unit. 

2. Having Fun: Take part in a District/
Area/Regional event. 

3. Promise: Design a poster showing 
what the Promise means to you. 

GLOBAL AWARENESS 

1. Cultural Awareness: Take part in 
an international celebration e.g. 
Hanukkah/Diwali. If you can, invite 
someone from that culture to your 
celebration. 

2. Learn a song and dance from another 
country.

3. Environmental Awareness: Make a 
craft from recycled materials. 

OUTDOORS 

1. Take part in a Scavenger or Treasure 
Hunt. 

2. Science: Make a compass, learn what 
makes the needle move and learn the 
compass points.

3. Go for a walk as a Unit, try to go 
somewhere you have not been before. 
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BROWNIES
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GUIDES
Dear Leaders,
Thank you to all Leaders and their Guides who attended the Patrol Leaders’ weekend in Kilkenny. 
We hope you all enjoyed it and brought back plenty new information to your Units. We really 
enjoyed organising it.

It’s the time of year for getting the tents out and up and attending camps. We hope you enjoy 
what we have put together for you in this edition and that you find it useful.

We remind Units that have National Award Guides to have your forms with your Regional 
Commissioner by mid-June as they must be in National Office by 30 June.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy and safe 
summer and, hopefully, the sunshine will oblige and we will have a beautiful 
summer like last year.

Guide Branch

Adams Family Grace
Tune: The Adams Family theme tune
We thank our God for giving
The food we need for living
Because we really need it
And it tastes so good.
Chorus:
Na na na nah (snap finger twice)
Na na na nah (snap finger twice)
Na na na nah (sing three times)

Adams Family Grace (2)
Na na na nah (snap finger twice)
Na na na nah  (snap finger twice)
Na na na nah (sing three times)
We thank the earth for giving
The food we need for living
So go ahead and eat it
Before it crawls away.

For the Food We Eat
Tune: Kum-bah-yah
For the food we eat, we thank you
For the friends we meet, kind and true
For the fun we share, all day through
We thank you, we thank you.

Lovely Treat
Tune: This Old Man
Bread and jam, bread and jam
I am grateful, yes I am 
I thank you kindly for the food I eat
Thank you for this lovely treat.

Thank You
Tune: Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star
Thank you for the food we eat,
Thank you for new friends we meet.
Thank you for Girl Guide days
As we learn in fun-filled ways.
May we always try to do
As we promised, duty true.

Thanks for Food
Tune: Row, Row, Row your Boat
Thanks, thanks, thanks, for food
Thanks for all who’s here
And help us now to spread our love
To people far and near.

We Bless the Lord
Tune: Oh when the saints
We bless God, we bless God
We bless God for all we’re worth
And we praise him for his goodness
And for everything on earth.

We’re Thankful
Tune: Campfires Burning
We’re thankful, we’re thankful
For friendships, for friendships
And for good food, and for good 
food
And hands that prepared it. 

HERE ARE SOME INCLUSIVE GRACES THAT CAN BE USED
AT THE BEGINNING OF ALL MEALS...CAMP GRACES

LEARN ABOUT 

INTERNATIONAL 

SELECTION DAY 

ON PAGE 35

To learn the tunes of these, have a listen to them
on IGG's YouTube page:

https://www.youtube.com/user/IrishGirlGuides 
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GUIDES

Materials: 
• parchment paper
• tinfoil
• whisk
• campfire or grill

Ingredients:
• punnet of strawberries
• 8 eggs
• syrup
• 1 tsp cinnamon
• 1 tsp icing sugar
• 1 tsp vanilla
• 1/4 cup almonds
• 1 loaf of sliced bread
• 1/4 cup milk

1. Wash the strawberries. Dice half of 
them and slice the other half.

2. Wrap the loaf of bread in parchment 
paper, then in foil loosely so the 
bread slices fall slightly open.

3. Sprinkle the diced strawberries over 
the loaf, taking care to sprinkle some 
between slices; set aside the sliced 
strawberries for afterwards.

4. Sprinkle the sliced almonds in the 
same way as the diced strawberries 
over the loaf.

5. Whisk the eggs, milk, vanilla and 
cinnamon until frothy. Wrap the foil 
and parchment paper tighter around 
the loaf of bread (see photo). Pour 
eggs evenly over the entire loaf of 
bread before wrapping tightly with a 
top piece of foil to ensure no leaks.

6. Place the bread over the campfire or grill on low to medium heat 
for approximately 40 minutes, moving it around occasionally to 
cook evenly. If the bread looks soggy still, cook slightly longer.

7. Remove the bread from the heat and let it sit for ten mins before 
serving with sugar, syrup and sliced strawberries.

Sources: https://bit.ly/2N0qIGY and https://bit.ly/2NncAXS

Campfire 
French 
Toast

Introducing Guides to Camp Swaps (poster available on OGM)

Swaps are small crafts that Guides (and Leaders) wear on their camp hat or camp blanket. Most 
swaps will have the person’s name, Unit name and/or date of when and where the swap was made. 
Some swaps have a theme such as Christmas, Valentine’s Day, camping or rallies and others are 
simply general items that can be attached by a pin. See some samples below.

GIRL SCOUTS OF THE USA 
KNOW SWAPS AS: 

Special Whatchamacallits 
Affectionately Pinned Somewhere

or 
Share With A Pal

or 
Sharing With A Purpose 

SWAP ETIQUETTE 
There are several etiquette guidelines when participating 
in swaps, the main one being that it is considered rude to 
refuse a swap. This is even more important as the focus has 
become more about collecting different swaps as well as 
about building friendships.

Other etiquette includes:
• accept swaps politely, always say thank you
• swap face to face
• avoid sharp objects and glass in swaps
• avoid using food products
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GUIDES

1. Sift the flour, baking soda, ginger and cinnamon into the 
bowl of a food processor.

2. Add the butter and blend the mixture until it looks like 
breadcrumbs.

3. Stir in the sugar.
4. Lightly beat the egg and golden syrup together. Add 

them to the food processor and pulse until the mixture 
clumps together.

5. Tip the dough out and knead it briefly until it’s smooth.
6. Wrap the dough in cling film and leave it to chill in the 

fridge for 15 minutes.
7. Preheat the oven to 180ºC. Line two baking trays with 

greaseproof paper.
8. Roll the dough out to a 0.5cm thickness on a lightly floured surface.
9. Using cutters, cut out the gingerbread Guide shapes and place them on the baking tray, leaving a 

gap between them.
10. Bake for 12-15 minutes, or until lightly golden brown. Leave on the tray for 10 minutes and then 

move to a wire rack to finish cooling.
11. When cooled, add face and neckerchief with the writing icing.
12. You can make larger gingerbread Guides and use them as enrolment ceremony gifts, end of year 

awards etc.

Ingredients:
• 350g plain flour, plus some for rolling 

out
• 1 tsp baking soda
• 2 tsp ground ginger
• 1 tsp ground cinnamon
• 125g butter
• 175g light soft brown sugar
• 1 egg
• 3 tbsp golden syrup 

To decorate: White writing icing

Materials:
• food processor
• sieve
• wooden spoon
• whisk
• cling film
• fridge
• oven
• 2 baking trays
• greaseproof paper
• gingerbread cutters
• wire rack for cooling

Gingerbread Guides

Marble Mugs

Materials:
• old nail polish, a variety of colours, 

the more the better
• a plastic bowl – this will get nail 

polish stain on it
• warm water
• plain ceramic mugs
• toothpicks or wooden coffee 

stirrers

1. To start, fill the bowl with warm water.
2. Have toothpick/stirrer on hand to swirl the nail polish 

in the water.
3. Then dip a few drops of nail polish into the bowl.
4. You can use as many colours as you like but you 

must move fast as the nail polish hardens quickly in 
the water. Be gentle but fast, as the polish may stick 
together.

5. Use your swirl technique to produce a nice design.
6. And then you dip! You can dip the mugs in differently 

to get a variety of looks.
7. If you get a little nail polish on the inside of the mug, 

once dry, you can remove it with nail polish remover 
and then wash the mug before using it.

8. Use the toothpick/stirrer to perfect your design once 
out of the water and before the polish hardens.

9. When done dipping, turn the mug upside down to 
dry on a paper towel.

10. You can dip multiple times. If you want to add more 
layers of colour, just dry in between coats and then 
dip again. You don’t need the mug to dry completely, 
just long enough for the nail polish to stick to the 
mug so that water doesn’t creep underneath.
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GUIDESGUIDES

Lara-Jane Timoney O’Brien, St. Bridget’s Guides, South East Region

Lara is a dedicated Guide. She is always willing to help, and her laughter is 
contagious. Lara is the first to volunteer for anything and she has an adventurous 

spirit.

THE I.T. CORNER

WELCOME, WELCOME…

Welcome to our second issue of the I.T. corner. 
In this issue we focus on the National Guide 
Award photo submissions. This year we are 
asking Leaders to prepare an official head shot 
of all Guides receiving their Award, on one A4 
page each, along with the Guide's name and 
a brief description (no more than three lines 
please, otherwise it will not be included).

What do you need? A Smart 
Phone and cable, PC or laptop 
and Microsoft Word

What is next…?
We will look at using photo 
apps to enable you to build 
collages and print all the Guide 
photos you have building up 
on your phone.

There are many ways to do this but here is one 
simple way of doing it: 
 
1. Take a photo of the Guide in full uniform 

(hoodie or t-shirt and necker). The photo 
should be a head and shoulders shot only.

2. Plug your phone in to your laptop/PC 
using the USB charger, open a new Word 
document and, using the toolbar, select 
insert picture and select your photo folder. 
Double click on the Guide photo; this will 
insert the photo into the document.

3. Resize the photo to fit the A4 page by 
clicking on the image and using the edit 
arrows. 

4. Once you are happy that the image fits the 
page, and that it’s a clear image, insert a 
text box by selecting insert from the toolbar, 
select shapes and text box. In the text box 
type the Guide’s full name, Unit and Region 
using Times New Roman size 11 font with the 
first line in bold.

5. Under this line, insert the three-line 
description, no more than three lines.

6. Finally, select file, save as a Word document 
and the name of the file should be the 
Guide’s Name. Then email each file to Guide 
Branch at iggguidebranch@gmail.com

Here's an example of a headshot with 
description of a Guide awardee (actual size 
must be A4):

WHY NOT DROP US A LINE…
 
Using our new Agony Aunt email address: 
frazzledleader@gmail.com

Please start your email with: ‘Dear Guide 
Branch’…

We will do our best to answer any questions or 
queries you may have about the programme, 
badge work or ceremonies. We welcome emails 
from Leaders across all Branches. 

Why not ask your 
local Senior Branch members to help 

with the photos? Helping with a Unit is one of 
the requirements for their Bronze Star, Silver 

Moon and Golden Sun awards. 
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SENIOR BRANCHSENIOR BRANCH

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH ALL THINGS SENIOR BRANCH 
WITH OUR SOCIAL MEDIA!

Get in touch with any articles/photos of events by emailing seniorbranch@irishgirlguides.ie

Facebook:
Senior Branch

Instagram: 
seniorbranch

Snapchat: 
sbweekend

Twitter:
@senior_branch

DATES OF NOTE
1) EUROPE DAY – 9 MAY

“Europe Day held on 9 May every year celebrates peace and unity in Europe.” Watch out for a 
special launch of a new IGG Interest Badge this Europe Day!

https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/symbols/europe-day_en 

2) WORLD REFUGEE DAY - 20 JUNE

“In a world where violence forces thousands of families to flee for their lives each day, the time is 
now to show that the global public stands with refugees.

To do this, the UN Refugee Agency launched the #WithRefugees petition in June 2016 to send a 
message to governments that they must work together and do their fair share for refugees.

On World Refugee Day, held every year on 20 June, we commemorate the strength, courage and 
perseverance of millions of refugees. This year, World Refugee Day also marks a key moment for 
the public to show support for families forced to flee.”

http://www.un.org/en/events/refugeeday/ 

Want to have a say in how your government runs 
your country? Make sure you are registered to vote!

Check out https://www.vote.ie/
register/ for all the details on how 
you can have an impact, advocate 
and be counted. 

Why not complete the Ladybird, 
Brownie and Guide Voting Interest 
Badges and add them to your 
collection?  

GET VOTING!
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Upcoming SB Events
Explorer Belt ..... 27 July to 10 August 2019

Trip to Sangam ..... 13 August 2019

Senior Branch Weekend ..... Last weekend of November 2019

SENIOR BRANCH

Snapshots from 
the Senior Branch 
Calendar:

Senior Branch Weekend, 
September 2018
in Lorne, Belfast.

Happy 18th Birthday to all the 
Senior Branch members who 
celebrated their birthdays at 

Dublin Zoo this February! 

Congratulations to Kate and 
Annie Madden for receiving the 
U Magazine 30 under 30 STEM 
award. These entrepreneurs are 

reaching for the stars and we have 
been delighted to have them as IGG 

Ambassadors this year.
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SENIOR BRANCH

REGISTERING FOR
GAISCE - THE PRESIDENT’S AWARD
AND RECORDING YOUR 
CHALLENGES
When you log in on gaisce.ie, no matter where you live in Ireland, make sure that you choose Dublin 
4 as your county, IGG National as your award partner and Admin IGG as your PAL. This way you 
appear on the IGG Gaisce dashboard and IGG can activate you so that you may start on your 
challenges.

*Registration on the Gaisce website is necessary before you commence your challenges. 
Activities undertaken before you are registered with Gaisce and before you are activated by IGG 
will not be considered towards your award. 
 

*If you are under 18 you will need to get parental consent before we can activate your application. 
Over 18s will need to tick the consent button. 
The Gaisce/IGG consent form is available on 
the IGG website - https://bit.ly/2U7VdRY

Download the relevant record sheet from the 
Gaisce site and off you go. Ask your supervisor/
trainer to sign each week’s activity and add her/
his contact phone number.  

If you wish to change your activities after 
registration, then contact
gaisce@irishgirlguides.ie 

ONLINE DIARIES
Entries that have been made before 2017 cannot 
be approved on the dashboard but are recorded 
in the Gaisce office so don’t be alarmed if your 
total hours for an activity are not adding up. This 
is mostly relevant to those of you undertaking 
your Gold Award.

Double entries are also not recorded and you 
cannot delete these yourself.

When you have completed your challenges and 
diary entries, contact gaisce@irishgirlguides.ie  
and we can submit your Award for approval by 
Gaisce.

Dream big and fulfil your 
potential!

Gaisce in numbers
Congratulations to all Gaisce 

participants for their hard work
and achievements!

41 BRONZE PARTICIPANTS
23 SILVER PARTICIPANTS 
13 GOLD PARTICIPANTS

WOULD YOU LIKE TO REPRESENT IGG AT AN INTERNATIONAL EVENT ABROAD?

IF SO, JOIN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THEIR NEXT SELECTION DAY.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN ABOUT THE MANY WAYS YOU CAN GAIN INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE 
THROUGH WAGGGS?

SEE PAGE 35
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ELLE WOODS AND THE GUIDE LAWS

How Elle Woods re-educates us on the 
importance of the Guide Laws                          

By Emma Barry,
MacEgan Senior Brancher and member of MEDI Committee

It has been nearly 18 years since ‘Legally 
Blonde’ first aired on our screens. The film has 
since been regarded as one of the most 
important feminist critiques of all time. With 
its light-hearted humour and iconic quotes, 
it is easy to see how the lessons of Elle Woods 
seamlessly align with our Guide Laws. 

1. A Guide is loyal. Throughout the film, Elle shows us her moral 
conviction. She is given the opportunity to fast track her 
career and social standing by betraying the confidence and 
trust of a legal client. She doesn’t succumb to peer pressure 
and, in turn, reminds us that in order to reach our goals we 
don’t have to compromise our moral integrity. 

2. A Guide is a friend to all and a sister to every other Guide. In 
today’s society where even Meghan and Kate are set up as rivals, 
women are pitted against each other like circus animals. But who 
really wins? If we tear each other down, how will we ever achieve 
true gender equality? If we can’t put our insecurities and differences 
aside we will never be sharp enough to break through a glass ceiling 
that is already eager to keep us out. We owe it to ourselves and to 
those who look up to us (in particular those of us who are Leaders 
to young girls) to set the example that women don’t have to tear 
each other down in order to be or feel powerful. That true power 
comes from hard work, unity and empathy for others. After a jealous 
classmate gets Elle kicked out of class, instead of seeking revenge, 
she reminds her and all of us how “girls have to stick together. We 
shouldn’t try to look good by making each other look bad.”  

3. A Guide respects herself in all she thinks, says and does. After getting 
into Harvard, all is far from smooth sailing for Elle. She is labelled a 
‘dumb bimbo’ and ‘too blonde’ for the prestigious law school. 

Throughout the film, she not only 
proves her intellect to those who 
doubt her, she never loses sight 
of who she is or compromises her 
feminity for the sake of others. 
She shows an unwavering respect 
for herself by not changing the 
parts of herself that make her 
unique in order to fit the mould of 
how a law student ‘should be’, a 
lesson we can all learn from and 
remember when facing adversity 
in a professional or personal 
capacity.  
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INTERNATIONAL

In October of 2018, IGG held an international 
selection day where girls and Leaders could 

apply to go to various international events. I 
never imagined that I would be selected and I 
had assumed that international opportunities 
were only offered to girls with lots of Guiding 
experience.

So, imagine my surprise when I opened 
an email a little over a week after my 

interview to find out that I was going to 
the Helen Storrow Seminar in Our Chalet, 
Switzerland. Having only joined Senior Branch 
when I was 16, I was over the moon to be 
selected!

On 29 January, I flew out to Geneva with 
Alison Dowling, the representative for the 

Catholic Guides of Ireland. We had decided 
we were going to add an extra day to our 
trip to see some of Switzerland even though 
we would meet for the first time at the gate 
to board our flight! We visited CERN (the 
European Organisation for Nuclear Research) 
before we made our way to Our Chalet in 
Adelboden. Having never been to a World 
Centre before, I didn’t really know what to 
expect and Our Chalet quickly became one of 
my favourite places on the planet.

The Helen Storrow Seminar is a leadership 
seminar that focuses on climate action 

and it was definitely one of the most 
interesting weeks of my life. We spent the 
week in the company of other Guides and Girl 
Scouts from around the world, learning about 
the Sustainable Development Goals, climate 

change and leadership. We built igloos (one 
of my personal highlights), went sledding 
(another highlight), ate fondue and planned 
the action projects we wanted to implement 
at home.

Some of us worked on the ‘Our Chalet 
Challenge’ badge in what little spare 

time we had, while others took part in pop-
up seminars that were like Skype calls with 
Guides and Girl Scouts in other locations. My 
personal favourite was the pop-up session we 
had with members in the USA.

In summary, it was the experience of a 
lifetime and I’d give anything to go back 

and do it again. If I could go back in time, I’d 
tell myself to start applying for international 
events sooner. While the idea of applying can 
be quite scary, it’s important to remember, 
you have nothing to lose and everything to 
gain. The international selection day is a great 
opportunity to interview for multiple events 
on one day and I highly recommend everyone 
to apply!

Helen Storrow Seminar
By Ciara-Beth Griffin,

Member of Arbutus and Claddagh Senior Branch Units

34
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INTERNATIONAL

At this event, current IGG members will share their experiences and you will be able to take part in a 
series of selection activities.

Did you know that over half of the members who attended last year’s selection event were offered 
opportunities to represent IGG abroad? It could be you! 

Read more about last year’s event on page 42 of the 2019 international edition of
Trefoil News - https://bit.ly/2C8O8FN

Last year’s participants have already travelled to Uganda to attend a Cultural
Programme in Kusafiri; France to attend ‘My Europe, My Say’; Gdansk to attend
a briefing for EuroJam2020; and Switzerland to attend the Helen Storrow
Seminar in Our Chalet. Others will be travelling to Juliette Low Seminar
hubs all over the world in November this year and we are sure there
are many more events to come!

We will have further details of how to sign up in the autumn edition
and spread the word to encourage Leaders of all Branches to attend.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO REPRESENT IGG AT AN INTERNATIONAL
EVENT ABROAD?SELECTION 

DAY
IF SO, JOIN US FOR OUR NEXT SELECTION DAY.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN ABOUT THE MANY WAYS YOU CAN 
GAIN INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE THROUGH WAGGGS?

35

If a member loses her
passport while abroad

Before you leave the country, 
the Leader should have a 
photocopy of everyone’s 
passport and it is useful to have 
a copy stored electronically 
as a backup. If time allows 
contact your Irish Embassy or 
Consulate who will assist with 
a replacement. It is a good 
idea to have the number of the 
Embassy on hand. Check out 
the Travelwise app:

Some airports have 
allowed people to 
fly directly home to 
Ireland using only 
the photocopy – 
always worth asking!

Homesickness
One idea is to ask the group to 
write a letter in advance during 
a positive time, e.g. during a 
pre-camp, to their homesick 
self. This letter can be held 
by the Medical Officer and 

passed over if necessary. It is 
also a good idea to make sure 
everyone has a ‘buddy’ who can 
check in with them during the 
event.

Delays on flights
Many groups will experience 
delays due to strikes, weather 
etc. Don’t panic! All airlines 
are obliged to rebook you 
and, in some cases, provide 
compensation. Know your 
rights, EU261 is the regulation 
you need.

Discovering an incorrect
name on a booking
at the last minute

Be aware that not everyone 
uses their legal name in day-
to-day life. It is a good idea 
to get a copy of a passport 
before booking your tickets. 
Some airlines allow a three-
letter error margin without 
penalty. Otherwise it can be an 
expensive change.

A member of the group 
becomes ill/has to

return early
This could happen for a 
number of reasons. It is a good 
idea to carry a soft copy of 
any essential prescriptions 
in case someone loses their 
prescription medication. If you 
are travelling within the EU/
EEA, ensure everyone has an 
up-to-date European Health 
Insurance Card (EHIC). This 
allows you to access medical 
card benefits on the same basis 
as locals. 

If a member of the group has to 
return home early, you should 
contact the emergency number 
for the group travel insurance 
policy. If it is the licence holder 
(Camp Officer/Indoor Licence) 
that needs to return home, 
please contact National Office 
for further advice and support.

HINTS AND TIPS FOR TRAVELLING ABROAD...

Safety tip: Leaders have responsibilities under data protection law with regard to safe storage and 
handling of members' personal data. All personal information must be stored securely while you’re 
away and shredded or deleted upon your return.
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INTERNATIONAL

Network Meeting 
for Guide and 
Scout External 

Representatives 2019
By Lucy O’Donovan and Sarah Canavan

On 16 January we travelled to the very cold 
city of Brussels to explore and increase our 
impact as external representatives of IGG, and 
to learn from other external reps. We were 
50 participants from across Europe, from 
WAGGGS, WOSM and the AEGEE- European 
Students’ Forum, who took part in four days of 
training, networking and, of course, fun.

On arrival we were greeted by many smiles; you 
always know you’re at a Guiding event by the 

feeling of inclusion 
when you arrive. The 
first day was filled 
with ice-breakers, 
getting to know 
our Patrols 
and a treasure 
hunt around 
Brussels, in the 
snow.

The rest of the week 
involved skills development and 
advocacy workshops and discussions 
on youth involvement in the EU. On Friday we 
visited EU institutions including the European 
Union Parliament and the Czech Republic’s 
Permanent Representative to the EU. At 
the international evening on Friday, each 
participant showcased their country; we had 
brought Tayto for the occasion and we hosted a 

mini céile.

We learned about projects that 
other Member Organisations have 
implemented. For example, Malta Girl 
Guides used the ‘Stop the Violence’ 
campaign to influence legislation and 
the Scouts of Croatia ran ‘Paint it Back’ 
which is Croatia’s largest reforestation 
campaign.

The best part of the event has to be all 
the new friends we made! We can’t wait 
to start implementing our action plans :)

Calling all Leaders who hold a licence to take a group away overnight... 

Are you ready to take the next step on your Guiding journey? Join us in National Office on 12 May for 
the International Permit Training.

This training is required for Leaders who plan to take a group abroad. If you have not used your 
International Permit in five years or more, and are planning to travel with a group, you should attend 
this training to renew your permit.

During the training you will learn about some of the practicalities of planning and preparing for an 
international adventure. Come along and hear up-to-date information on travel regulations within IGG 
and the wider world. Share stories with Leaders and begin to plan your own adventures!

Leaders can register via Eventbrite: 

https://internationalpermittraining2019.eventbrite.ie

International Permit Training
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INTERNATIONAL

WE ARE NOW RECRUITING FOR 
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE TEAM (IST) 

MEMBERS FOR EUROPEAN JAMBOREE 2020 
IN GDANSK, POLAND.

Who can apply?
Any Leader (of any Branch) aged over 18 on the first day 
of the Jamboree, 27 July 2019.

How much does it cost?
The fee for IST is €550. This includes your event fee, a training weekend in Ireland before you go, one 
night in Gdansk before you return and your contingent kit.
You are responsible for your own travel to and from the event. You must also provide your own travel 
insurance.

When is it on?
The event takes place from 27 July to 6 August. IST will need to arrive a day or two before the event 
and stay a day or two at the end, two weeks in total. 

What experience do I need?
No specific experience is needed as training will be provided. Participants will ideally have experience 
of larger camps such as Roverway, IGGNITE, etc. but this is not essential.

What will I be doing at the event?
All events of this size have a variety of tasks that need to be completed to keep the show on the 
road. If you have specific skills, e.g. sailing instructor or lifeguard, you can put these to good use. 
Otherwise you will be assigned to an area based on your interests and talents. You will also have time 
off; don’t worry, it’s not all work and no play. There will be specific IST activities and areas for relaxing 
with your new friends.

What next?
Complete and submit the registration form at https://tinyurl.com/EuroJamReg and we'll be in touch.

My Europe My Say
By Dara Callanan

This February I attended the My Europe My 
Say event in Strasbourg with Rachel Doyle, 
Emily Yule, and Niamh Healy. Together, with 
Scouts from all over Europe, we discussed 
why it’s important to get involved as a young 
person and how we can do that. We learned 
communication skills, shared campaign 
ideas and discussed issues that impact the 
lives of young people all over the world. 

We heard from the General Secretary of 
WOSM, Ahmad 
Alhendawi, who 
encouraged us 
to use our voices 
as Scouts and 
Guides and to work 
together as young 
people to face the 
big challenges that 
will affect us in our 
lifetime. 

During our visit to the European Parliament, 
we met the Irish and Croatian Ambassadors 
for the Council of Europe and had some great 
discussions. 

One of the main aims of this event is to 
encourage young people to vote in the up-
coming European elections, taking place on 
24 May in Ireland (the same day as our local 

elections). In the 
coming weeks, 
we hope to run 
a campaign to 
encourage all IGG 
members to be 
active citizens and, 
for those over 18, to 
get out and vote on 
the 24th. 

This year marks the 100-year anniversary of 
the women’s right to vote in Ireland. This vote 
is just as important as any other as it will elect 
the people who will represent us in Europe for 
the next five years. Use your vote, it’s always 
worth it! 
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NEWS FROM EXECUTIVE AND NPT

EXECUTIVE NEWS
A meeting of the Executive Committee was held on 26 January 2019 and here is a summary of the 
main points discussed:

Strategic Plan:
It was decided that the end date of the current 
Strategic Plan #IGG2020 be extended to 
2022. Input for plans for these additional two 
years will be sought at National Conference in 
February, Patrol Leader’s weekend in March 
and Management Day in April. 

Legal Structure of IGG:
It was agreed that IGG would review its 
legal structure and present to General 
Council in April the option to change from 
an unincorporated association to a company 
limited by guarantee.  

Finance Committee report: 
• The official email address for accounts 

to be submitted is annualaccounts@
irishgirlguides.ie All accounts should 
be sent to this email address, including 
Regional, Branch and Unit. 

• Our reserves policy is reviewed every year 
and for this year Finance propose to hold 
six months operational costs in reserve.

• IGG has agreed to provide a confidential 
counselling support service to our Leaders 
and staff as a trial, for a limited time, as it 
was felt that service provides an important 
support.

Budget 2019: The budget for 2019 was 
presented and approved. 

Constitution:
Constitutional amendments were discussed 
in relation to Article 7 and the Bye-Laws and 
these will be presented to General Council. 

Chief Commissioner:
The term of Chief Commissioner is due to end 
at Council in April 2019. As yet, no nominations 
have been received. As we have no MD at 
present, Helen Concannon has agreed to 
stay on until December 2019. It was agreed 
to extend the deadline for nominations to 1 
September 2019.

Election of a 2019 Ambassador:
Following the counting of votes, it was 
announced that Niamh Shaw had been elected 
as our Ambassador.

Donation acknowledgement:
Thank you letters were received from the 
Peter McVerry Trust for the Cookies and camp 
hoodies they received from IGG.

Thanks
Thanks were expressed to SE Regional 
Commissioner Adele Mealey and Assistant 
RC Cathy Connolly on the completion of their 
terms. 

NPT NEWS
Ladybirds:
A 30th Birthday Day Out 
at Fota Island and Dublin 
Zoo will be held on 15 June. 
Invites have been sent and 
the closing date for booking 
is approaching.

Brownies:
The Sixer/Seconder Day Out 
will be held in the autumn.

Guides:
Planning for the 2019 
National Guide Awards 
ceremony on 12 October is 
underway.

Senior Branch:
There will be 50 participants 
on the Sangam trip and eight 
teams have signed up for 
the Explorer Belt, both are 
happening this summer. 

Plans for 2020 include 
an 18th birthday party, an 
international mystery trip, the 
Chief Commissioner’s Award, 
a SB only camp and the SB 
weekend.

MEDI:
IGG met with the CEO of 
Involve who have launched 
a Status Toolkit with Youth 
Work Ireland to support the 
integration of Travellers in 
community groups.

ATOC:
Work is ongoing to better 
incorporate the Leave No 
Trace principles.

A sub-committee is working 
on a new Outdoor Award 
which will be launched in 
September 2019. 

Journey Programme:
Work has started on 
adjusting the Journey 
Programme following the 
recommendations of the 
Pit-Stop Programme Review. 
These will be completed in 
the coming months and new 
journey folders and girls' 
publications will be ready 
for the new Guiding year in 
September. 
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YOUR SUPPORT NETWORK
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Your Support
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Network in IGG

Irish Girl Guides has over 1,500 volunteers and staff to help you in your 
role.  We are one team, with the same goal.  Together, we can support 
each other to achieve our best.  There is no such thing as a silly question 
so feel free to get in touch.

Once logged into Online Guide Manager (OGM), click on 'Members' in the 
left-hand column and find ‘My Support Network’. This provides you with 
contact numbers and email addresses for your District Commissioner, Area 
Commissioner, Regional Commissioner and Team, Regional Development 
Officer (RDO), Outdoor Advisor and National Office. 

You can contact your Regional Development 
Officer or Commissioner and arrange to meet 
for a cuppa. A problem shared can be a problem 
halved! 

You can phone, email or call into National Office in Dublin, or to the 
Resource (& Distribution) Centres in Limerick, Cork and Galway. 

Or use the IGG Directory:
For general queries: info@irishgirlguides.ie   Tel: 01 668 3898
For membership queries: membership@irishgirlguides.ie 
For safeguarding queries: safeguarding@irishgirlguides.ie 
For account queries: financesupport@irishgirlguides.ie 
For publications: trefoil.news@irishgirlguides.ie 
For media and PR: communications@irishgirlguides.ie 
For general support: support@irishgirlguides.ie
For management: operations.manager@irishgirlguides.ie 

For the Dublin Distribution Centre: distribution.centre@irishgirlguides.ie  Tel: 01 660 5503 
For the Limerick Distribution Centre: igglimerickshop@gmail.com  Tel: 061 413 099 
For the Cork Distribution Centre: iggsouthwest@gmail.com  Tel: 021 450 0414
For the Galway Distribution Centre: galway.distributioncentre@gmail.com  Tel: 091 566 500
For exact opening times, please see 'Contact Us' on the website. 

And you can check out the website – www.irishgirlguides.ie
both public and Leaders’ areas have lots of info.
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Mission Statement
The mission of the Irish Girl Guides is to 

enable girls and young women to develop to 
their fullest potential as responsible citizens 

of the world.

Irish Girl Guides
National Office
Trefoil House
27 Pembroke Park
Dublin 4
Ireland

Tel: 01 668 3898 / 01 668 9035
Email: info@irishgirlguides.ie
www.irishgirlguides.ie

Registered Charity No. 20006327
Summer 2019

SENIOR BRANCH
18TH BIRTHDAY PARTY 

IN DUBLIN ZOO

WINNER IN THE IGG 
'FEARLESS GIRL' PHOTO 
COMPETITION - AMBER 

FROM CASHEL GUIDES


