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CENSUS 2019

Every January, all Units, including new Units, must complete the Irish Girl Guides’ 
Census through Online Guide Manager (OGM) and pay membership fees for each 
member (Leaders and youth). 

In early January, the Unit Contact Person in every Unit will receive an email with a 
letter and Step by Step Guide to assist you in completing the Census.

Deadlines
Please complete all the requirements online on OGM by 31 January 2019
and submit your payment with your Unit invoice to the Accounts Administrator at
National Office by 14 February 2019. 

Membership Fees 2019
The membership fee for 2019 remains unchanged at €40 for each member (Ladybirds, 
Brownies, Guides, Senior Branch, Leadership Team under 18, Leadership Team over 18 and 
Unit Contact Person). This fee includes annual insurance for each member.  

Getting Census Ready!
The most important thing you need to do is to ensure that every Leader (including 
Leadership under 18) working in your Unit is listed in the Leader Section on OGM. If a Leader 
has left, please be sure to remove their record.  

Also, check that every girl in your Unit is listed in the 
Youth Section. You have until 31 January to ensure that 
your Unit records are up to date before you run the 
Census. Don’t run it too early in case you have a girl who 
does not return to your Unit after the Christmas break!

Please remember that it is up to each Unit to add the girl’s records to OGM. 
Leaders and Unit Helpers are added by National Office on receipt of the 
appropriate paperwork.

If you have any trouble collecting membership fees please discuss this with 
your District Commissioner immediately as there are Financial Assistance 
Grants available to assist members in difficult circumstances. 

If you are having any difficulties logging on to OGM, please use the ‘Contact Us’ facility on 
the OGM website or contact the Membership Administrator at

membership@irishgirlguides.ie

Thank you

It’s that time of year again... 
Annual Census

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

31

14

TIME TO UPDATETIME TO UPDATETIME TO UPDATE
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Editor’s Note...
Greetings Leaders,

International edition of 
Trefoil News has arrived to 
start off  your New Year and 
may it be a great year for 
all of you!

Exciting content in this 
edition ranges from news 
of three new RDOs in IGG, 
a revived Communications 
Committee and Guide 
Branch introducing their 
new 'IT Corner'.

With the WAGGGS theme 
of 'leadership' this World 
Thinking Day (WTD), 
Branch pages off er various 
ideas for addressing 

leadership with the girls 
along with other activities. 
Get preparing your WTD 
celebrations with WTD 
moneyboxes on page 5 
and the ceremony guide on 
pages 6 & 7. 

In celebratory tones, well 
done to all 2018 National 
Guide Awardees; to Aisling 
Claff ey and Aoife Leamy 
for achieving IGG's fi rst 
Golden Sun Award; and 
to all involved in the 
governance of IGG for 
scooping Carmichael's Best 
Governance Improvement 
Initiative Category 2 Award. 
Lots to celebrate!
 

Claire de Jong
trefoil.news@
irishgirlguides.ie

On The Cover:
1. Pippa O'Kelly of Bray Ladybirds working on her STEM Interest Badge
2. Helen Concannon at The Wheel's Charity Impact Awards in Dublin's 

Mansion House, where she received the Trustee of the Year Award, 
accompanied by Jenny Gannon and Amanda O'Sullivan

3. Aisling Claffey and Aoife Leamy, first awardees of IGG's Golden Sun Award

Ross @Learnit_Ireland . Nov 17

What a way to end @ScienceWeek. Over 200 Brownies and
@IrishGirlGuides engaging in STEM, coding, researching, engineering and 
robotics all day long!
Finally home, gonna stick on @rte player and watch @Dr_Niamh_Shaw on 
the late late #fearlessgirls @DCU_IoE @DublinCityUni @scienceirel

Carmichael @Carmichael_IRL – Nov 16
Julie Stephens collecting Best Governance Improvement Initiative 
Award Category 2 last night on behalf of Irish Girl Guides
@IrishGirlGuides #GoodGovernanceAwards #TrusteesWeekIrl 
#CharitiesGovernanceCode
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TREFOIL GUILD NEWS

From the 

Internati
onal 

Commissioner

Eastbourne Trip, October 2018
By Sarah Cahill

Eleven members of Trefoil Guild attended the West European gathering of the 
International Fellowship of Scouts and Guides in Eastbourne, UK, in October. 

Everything was in full swing 
when we arrived as it was 
a bit later than expected. I was greeted by my friend Jane who 
I had met at my first IFSG trip to Slovakia - very appropriate 
as the theme of the Conference was “Flowering of Friendship”. 
Throughout the first few days I was constantly surprised by 
meeting friends I had made on that trip.

Our hotel was the Claremont, looking directly out at the sea and 
the pier of Eastbourne. The staff couldn’t have been nicer. The 
food was also in plentiful supply, so much so that some had to 
request smaller portions.

Overall, the week was very well structured timewise. We had 
our opening ceremony on Monday night with a very interesting 
talk about Eastbourne and the surrounding area. On Tuesday 
we started with presentations and then had free time to explore. 
As we had received the itinerary before the trip, I had booked 
a train journey to Hastings which was just down the coast. In 
the end I didn’t get to see the ruins on the hill that I wanted to 
because of time constraints, but I did get to see the old town 
which was beautiful. And I found an old Girl Guide pin in an 
antiques store which made my day.

Evening entertainment included some crafts, singing with a 
singing group, hand-bell ringing and some Morris dancing.

The official outing of the week was on Wednesday. There were 
three choices. I picked the Battle Abbey tour because again I 
wanted to see old buildings and battle grounds. We had great 
weather for most of the week which was perfect for tours like 
the Abbey as it was mainly outside. Since we all got an audio 
guide for the trip around the Abbey grounds and Hastings 
battle ground, we could all do it at our own pace allowing time 

to explore the town of Battle itself which has a lovely collection of little tearooms and shops. The other outings 
offered on Wednesday were to Brighton and to Beachy Head and Sovereign Harbour.

Thursday was another morning 
of presentations. This time 
on the different organisations 
of the countries attending. It 
was fascinating to hear the 
different ways they conduct their 
Fellowships. After this we had more 
free time which myself and a few 
others decided to use to explore 
the Redoubt Fortress down the 
promenade. Even though most of 
the place was run by volunteers, 
we had a brilliant tour and lunch 
beforehand in the café. It was a 
building well worth seeing just from 
an architectural point of view, but 
the tour really made it come to life.

The closing ceremony was held on 
Thursday evening to allow people 
to travel at any time on Friday. 
This included Morris dancers which 
really brought a great end to the 
whole gathering.
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A very Happy New Year to you and all your 
families. I look forward to sharing with you some 
of the international aspects of Guiding in this 
international edition of Trefoil News. It’s hard to 
believe that this will be my last time writing to 
you as International Commissioner; someone 
reading this will be our next IC – it could be you!

I was delighted to meet so many Leaders and 
Senior Branch members at our selection day in 
October and, already, a member from North East 
Region has travelled to Uganda and a member 
from West and Central Midlands is getting ready 
to travel to Our Chalet shortly. We look forward 

to reading all about their adventures in future editions. We are also excited to 
announce that we will be hosting one of twenty Juliette Low Seminar hubs in Ireland 
in November this year. Details of how to get involved will feature in the next edition of 
Trefoil News and be sure keep an eye on the weekly newsletters.

Last year we welcomed many of you to our Go Global event in Dublin. We hope it 
inspired you and your girls to think about the international aspect of Guiding. This 
year we are running Timpeall an Domhain and there is still plenty of time to get 
involved. Timpeall an Domhain means ‘around the world’ and it is another opportunity 
for you to share the international aspect of Guiding with your girls. More details 
are available on page 41 and we look forward to welcoming Regional winners to 
Balbriggan on 27/28 April. Be sure to save the date now.

Plans are also in hand for the Irish Guide contingent to participate in the European 
Jamboree in Poland in 2020. This promises to be an unforgettable experience and 
bear in mind that some of your current Guides will be of age to attend this event. 
Check out page 39 for more details of how you and your Guides can sign up.

From the 

Internati
onal 

Commissioner

For those of you who are planning your own adventures this year, check out the new uniform options for members 
travelling abroad on page 38. These options are in effect from 1 January and replace all previous uniform options. 
We look forward to hearing all about your adventures this year. Be sure to send photos and reports to Fiona in 
National Office at communications@irishgirlguides.ie

These past six years have passed so quickly. Thank you to everyone who has made my time as International 
Commissioner so memorable. I look forward to meeting many of you at Regional and National events over the 
coming months and welcoming one of you into this fantastic role in the near future.

Yours in Guiding,

 
Lorna Finnegan
International Commissioner

Instructions:

1. Cover main carton body with blue paper or paint it blue
2. Draw windows on all sides with black marker and fill in with white 

paint
3. Paint the peak with blue paint to cover the rest of the carton
4. Let it dry
5. Apply stickers and use markers to write ‘World Thinking Day Box’ (one 

word on each side of the box)

There's no need to cut an additional slot for the money, it will fit through 
opening!

WORLD THINKING DAY
MONEY BOX

Materials: 

 ▶  1 x 200ml soup carton e.g. 
Avonmore soup

 ▶ blue paper 
 ▶ glue
 ▶ blue paint
 ▶ black markers
 ▶ white paint
 ▶ stars and planets stickers
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Introduction
Welcome to our World Thinking Day Ceremony 2019 where we are celebrating 110 years of women in leadership! 
But let me ask you, do you know how it all started?

Speaker 1: It began with girls who took the lead and demanded something for themselves. 110 years ago a 
group of girls visited a Boy Scout rally at Crystal Palace in London. They asked Lord Baden-Powell to create 
something for girls, because at that time nothing like Guides existed. They were the early champions of a girl-led 
organisation which has become our global Girl Guiding and Girl Scouting Movement with 10 million members in 
150 countries.

Speaker 2: We dedicate World Thinking Day 2019 to those girls. We want to celebrate the first leaders, and all 
Girl Guides and Girl Scouts since, who found space to practise leadership in our worldwide Movement. When you 
explore what it means to be a Leader, you realise everything we do in Girl Guides is growing leadership.

Speaker 3: For the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (otherwise known as WAGGGS), 
leadership is a shared journey which empowers us to work together and bring positive change to our lives, the 
lives of others and our wider community. All of us can practise leadership by choosing to explore our ‘ways 
of being and thinking about the world’ and using what we learn about ourselves to work on our behaviour as 
Leaders, every day.

Song – ‘Together we can change the world’ (QR code for YouTube video with lyrics)  

WTD Fund Explanation - A tradition since 1932, the World Thinking Day Fund collects pennies and coins 
from members around the world to support their fellow Guides and Scouts. With 10 million Girl Guides and Girl 
Scouts in 150 countries there is always a great need for support. Your donations to the World Thinking Day Fund 
have a huge impact on WAGGGS’ work. All donations help fund WAGGGS’ activities and are used where the 
need is greatest in our global Movement.

Place money boxes into the centre of the room.

Craft
Step 1: Follow the instructions to fold your own dove for peace
(there is a step two for later in the ceremony).
1. Fold your piece of paper in half to make a crease and fold back
2. Fold in half again
3. Fold on the dotted line
4. Fold on the dotted line
5. Fold in half
6. Fold on the dotted line and repeat on the opposite side
7. Fold to make a crease and fold back
8. Create a pocket fold across the dotted line
9. Finish by putting eyes on your dove

(Opening readings, WTD fund explanation & craft are from
the WAGGGS’ World Thinking Day activity pack)

Friendship Poem (perfect for involving younger members with a line or two each)

We are all born in a different way, in how we look and what we say,

From different countries around the world, of different genders boys and girls,

Of many sizes and colours too, the things we like and the things we do.

World Thinking Day Ceremony 2019 
WORLD THINKING DAY

(Poem continued.....)

2

3 4 5 6

7
8

9

1
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We’re sure glad it works this way, the 
world is so colourful every day.

If everyone were the same you see, you 
wouldn’t be you and I wouldn’t be me!

Source: Judith Gorgone (www.iKidsclub.org)

Song – ‘This is me’ 
(from the Greatest 
Showman soundtrack)
(QR code for YouTube 
video with lyrics)  

Craft
Step 2 - What’s one way you will change 
your life to create more time for feeling 
peaceful? Write your ideas on the wings 
of your dove e.g. self-care; not fighting 
with siblings; do a good turn; do some fun 
exercise.

Small Poem - Your Best

If you always try your best;
Then you’ll never have to wonder
About what you could have done
If you’d summoned all your thunder. 

And if your best
Was not as good
As you’d hoped it would be,
You still could say
“I gave today
All that I had in me”.

Source: ‘Suzie Bitner was afraid of the drain’ by 
Barbara Vance

Closing
Now, we all know as Girl Guides you 
always try your best, but I think we need 
to create a little storm and summon our 
thunder, what do you think?

So now we're going to sing Thunder 
Thunder!
Thunder thunder, thunderation,  
We are the Girl Guides' association, 
When we work with determination, 
We create a sensation!!
(repeat, getting louder and louder) 

This song is available on
IGG's YouTube channel.

Ladybird Vespers/Brownie Bells/
Taps  

The Fifth World 
Centre: Kusafiri

Kusafiri is one of the five World Centres of 
WAGGGS. It is the only moving centre. The 
others – Our Cabana, Our Chalet, Pax Lodge 

and Sangam – are stationary in their respective 
countries – Mexico, Switzerland, England and India. 
The Kusafiri World Centre uses existing facilities 
to bring World Centre experiences to the Africa 
Region. The ‘centre’ has no fixed site, but changes 
location for every event, creating international 
experiences for girls and young women in African 
countries.

Kusafiri came about after years of discussion 
to bring the experience of a World Centre 
to the African continent. At the Africa 

Regional Conference in 2010, it was unanimously 
agreed that the Africa Committee would explore 
opportunities to deliver World Centre experiences 
in Africa. In July 2011, during the 34th World 
Conference in Scotland, a motion was passed 
to create a two-year pilot project that would 
hopefully lead to the creation of a Fifth World 
Centre in the Africa Region. The project was 
evaluated and results and recommendations 
presented at the 35th World Conference in Hong 
Kong in 2014.

I n December 2018, Kusafiri moved to Uganda 
to host two events at the same time! Kusafiri 
hosted a leadership programme to prepare 

facilitators for the 2019 Juliette Low Seminar and 
a cultural programme to explore the heritage and 
diversity of Uganda. One IGG participant attended 
the cultural programme and three IGG members 
attended the WAGGGS Facilitators Training for 
the Juliette Low Seminar. Hopefully we’ll see lots 
of IGG members attending Kusafiri events in the 
future!

WORLD THINKING DAY AND THE FIFTH WORLD CENTRE
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Friends of the World Centres
Our Chalet, Pax Lodge, Sangam, Our Cabana and Kusafiri are our five very special WAGGGS World Centres 
where friends old and new have met over the last 90+ years. IGG’s Friends of Our Chalet, Friends of Sangam and 
Friends of the World Centres are ways of fundraising to ensure the Centres can continue to grow and share the 
international aspect of Guiding. These donations help the World Centres to purchase specific equipment, assist 
staff and continue to provide their unique international and community programmes. Become a member of a 
Friends group and you will receive the relevant Friends’ newsletters and can order the cloth or metal badge of 
that particular Friends’ group.

Annual membership of Friends of Our Chalet or Friends of Sangam is €20 and membership of Friends of the 
World Centres is €15 for individuals and €20 for a Unit. For a membership form contact support@irishgirlguides.
ie or read more at www.irishgirlguides.ie/leader-page/international/. Friends of Sangam ask for a donation 
when Units rent the Sangam boxes of Saris and other Indian items from National Office. To book the boxes send 
an email to fosireland@gmail.com 

FRIENDS OF THE WORLD CENTRES AND NEW RDOS

As a former Guide and Youth 
Leader with IGG, and with her 
current voluntary role as Cub 

Leader and Chair of Group 
Council for Kilternan Scouts, 

Katie Holland has direct 
experience of working with 
relevant youth organisations 

and understands what it takes 
to find, lead and motivate 

volunteers. 

Katie originally trained as a 
Nurse and Midwife. She then 

changed her career taking a Post 
Graduate Diploma in Marketing 

and PR and also undertook 
Management Studies. Katie 
has worked for many years 

in the commercial world as a 
senior Project Manager and has 

extensive experience in new 
business development.  

Most recently Katie has been 
running her own small business 
teaching sewing, quilting and 

textile art to adults and children 
from her studio in Co. Dublin.

IGG'S NEW REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT OFFICERS

My journey to working with Irish Girl 
Guides has been quite a circuitous 

one. I have not come through 
the ranks as such but, through a 
combination of my professional 
experience and family life, I was 

drawn to working with IGG because 
of their volunteer ethos and 

collaborative approach to learning 
and development.

I have worked with educational 
charities and not-for-profits for the 

past 12 years. I was Educational 
Development Manager with 

Imaginosity Dublin Children’s Museum 
for five years and I currently work as 

the Shakespeare Schools’ Coordinator 
with the Gaiety School of Acting.

Through my own volunteer work 
with local sports clubs and drama 
groups I understand the positive 

effect volunteering can bring. It was 
not until my own girls joined Irish 

Girl Guides that I realised how well 
the organisation was run and what a 
positive impact it has not only on the 
girls but also on the Leaders and Unit 

Helpers.

Katie Holland
Eastern Region RDO

Ceara Martyn
Eastern Region RDO

Rebecca Dolan
North East Region RDO

Ceara Martyn has worked in the 
community and youth sector for the 

past eleven years, with experience both 
working as a volunteer and as a staff 

member with volunteer organisations. 
These experiences have given her a 

good understanding of what is needed 
to make a Unit work. 

Originally Ceara studied Art, 
gaining a degree in Design: Visual 

Communication. After her degree she 
worked as a community artist, co-

creating and managing a community 
art cooperative. To further develop her 

interest and passion for community 
development she completed a Masters 

in Community and Youth Work.

For the past two years Ceara has 
been working in the markets area of 

Dublin’s inner city as a Project Worker 
working with children and their families 

in disadvantaged areas. Ceara brings 
experience of building meaningful 

relationships with parents, community 
gatekeepers and key stakeholders, 

and experience of policy and 
communications. 
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2019 WORLD 
THINKING DAY 

BADGE
AVAILABLE NOW IN THE DISTRIBUTION CENTRES

€1 EACH

IGG DIARY AND NOTICEBOARD

   DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
JANUARY 12 Early bird deadline for Patrol Leaders' weekend

18 World Thinking Day postcard competition deadline

19 Champions' Training

26 Executive meeting

31 IGG Census day

FEBRUARY 8-10 National Conference 

14 Census payments and Unit Accounts due

14 St. Valentine's Day
15 Deadline for International Committee role applications

21 Senior Branch birthday party

22 World Thinking Day

22 Deadline for International Commissioner nominations

23 NPT meeting

MARCH 2-8 Engineers Week

8 International Women's Day
17 St. Patrick's Day

APRIL 12-14 Patrol Leaders' weekend and National Outdoor 
Training weekend

27-28 Timpeall an Domhain National event

JUNE 8 Ladybirds' National birthday party

JULY 27 Explorer Belt

NEW 
INTERNATIONAL 
NECKERCHIEF

 ARRIVING AT THE 
DISTRIBUTION 
CENTRES IN 
JANUARY

IGG Weekly Newsletter
Are you receiving the Leaders’ weekly email newsletter? 
If not, you are missing out on news, ideas, resources and 
competitions! Sign up now at https://www.irishgirlguides.
ie/leader-page/leaders-weekly-newsletter/

Did you know you can also read past 
editions of the newsletter here too?

Be sure to check that your fellow Unit 
Leaders are also receiving the weekly 
newsletter. If anyone has any problems 
signing up, please email

communications@irishgirlguides.ie

PHOTOGRAPHS
We hope to see lots of articles and photos of 

IGG members in the media this year! Remember 

to take photos at your Unit meetings, especially 

around special times like World Thinking Day, and 

send them to your local papers. Please ensure 

everyone in your photos is in full IGG uniform 

and has given permission for 

their photo to be taken!
If anyone needs any assistance 

in contacting their local media, 

please email communications@

irishgirlguides.ie 

Ardilaun

Guide to Cooking

Congratulations to Ardilaun 

Guides, Macroom, on compiling 

this super 'Guide to Cooking' 

with their favourite recipes! 

If anyone would like to buy a 

copy, please get in touch with 

Deirdre Henley at deirdre.

henley@gmail.com or tel: 087 

3283581. Cost: €10. 

See the news section of the 

IGG website to find out how

the girls produced

the book.

@
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DESIGN A PROMISE PARTY CUP

Badge links:
Discover: Becoming a Ladybird 

Guide No. 7;
Detect: Becoming a Brownie 

Guide No. 7;
Pathfinder: Becoming a Guide

No. 1.;
Senior Branch Bronze Star 

Guiding Core Challenge.

Design a Guide Promise Party Cup..... 
Print out this template onto white card or heavy paper. (Print 

at 100%, do not scale to fit paper) This cup is designed to fit a 
Tesco or Dunns basic plastic cup size 20cl.

Promise Party Cups

Decorate the cup in your own style, 
once is finished roughly cut it out leaving spare around the 

outline.  Laminate the design* if possible and then cut carefully 
around the outline. Use double sided tape, glue or a stapler to 

fasten the handles together.  *You could use sticky back 
plastic instead of a laminator to protect the cup sleeve.

© Text and  Logo - Irish  Girl Guides, design by Vicky Smith 2017
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 I promise on my honour to do my best,
To do my duty to my God and my country,

To help other people at all times,
A

nd to obey the  Guide Law.

DESIGN A PROMISE PARTY CUP

Materials:
 ● white card
 ● promise party cup A4 template (available on OGM - sample pictured below)
 ● disposable basic plastic or paper cup, sized 200ml
 ● colouring pencils/markers
 ● laminator
 ● double sided tape

First, explain the Ladybird/Brownie/Guide/Senior Branch Promise. For example, the Guide Promise is:
‘I promise on my honour to do my best 

to do my duty to my God* and my country, 
to help other people at all times and to obey the Guide Law.’

* The word ‘God’ may be replaced by the word ‘faith’ according to one's spiritual beliefs.
Cup templates are available with the word 'God' and the word 'faith'.

First, explain the Ladybird/Brownie/Guide/Senior Branch Promise. For example, the Guide Promise is:

Hint:You could use sticky-backed plastic instead of a laminator to protect the cup sleeve.

Why not let the 

girls decide how to 

use their Promise Cups 

during the Promise 

Ceremony.

This activity is available for each Branch with the appropriate Promise and A4 cup template on OGM.

Instructions: 
1.  Print out the 

appropriate Branch cup 
sleeve template (full size 
template available on 
OGM) onto white card.

2.  Girls colour in the 
Promise pin using the 
correct Branch colours. 

3.  Girls then decorate their 
cup in their own style.

4.  Once finished, roughly 
cut out the template 
leaving space around 
the outline.

5.  Don’t forget to put girl’s 
name on the blank side.

6.  Laminate the design.
7.  Then cut carefully 

around the outline.
8.  Use double sided 

tape, glue or a stapler 
to fasten the handles 
together.

Decorate the cup in your own style. Once it’s finished, roughly 
cut it out leaving space around the outline. Laminate the design* 
if possible and then cut carefully around the outline. Use double-
sided tape, glue or a stapler to fasten the handles together. *You 
could use sticky-backed plastic instead of a laminator to protect 

the cup sleeve.

Design a Guide Promise Party Cup…..
Print this template out onto white card or heavy paper. (Print 
at 100%, do no scale to fit paper). This cup is designed to fit a 

disposable basic plastic or paper cup, sized 200ml.
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INTERNATIONAL COMMISSIONER NOMINATIONS

NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR A
NEW INTERNATIONAL COMMISSIONER

Lorna Finnegan, IGG's International Commissioner (IC), will complete her second three-year term of 
office in September 2019. As per the IGG Constitution, she cannot run for a third term. Her successor 
will be elected at the Executive Committee meeting in April 2019. The early election is due to the 
WAGGGS European Conference taking place in Croatia in August. The new IC will be elected before 
the summer to enable her to attend the European Conference if she is available to travel. If she is 
unable to travel, a substitute will be elected for the Conference.  

As per the IGG Constitution, the process for nomination and election of the International 
Commissioner begins up to six months prior to the date of election. Each Region is entitled to 
nominate up to two people, not necessarily from within the Region. Each member of the Executive, 
National Programme and Training, and International committees is entitled to make one nomination. 
Even in the event of there being only one nomination, an election is held. 

If you know of anyone who you think would be a suitable candidate for this 
position, or if you yourself would be interested in the position, please read the 
job description below and contact your Regional Commissioner or member of 
Executive/P&T/International so you can discuss nomination. Feel free to contact 
the current International Commissioner at international@irishgirlguides.ie for 
further details or to discuss the role.

Deadline for nominations is 22 February 2019. 

JOB DESCRIPTION FOR INTERNATIONAL COMMISSIONER

The International Commissioner chairs the International Committee and is responsible for promoting the 
international aspect of Guiding and supporting members of IGG to attend international events. 

The role includes the following:
 ▶ Be a member of the Executive Committee (six meetings per year). This is the Board of Directors of Irish Girl 

Guides and all members are Trustees of the Charity. 
 ▶ Provide opportunities for members to learn about the international aspect of Guiding 
 ▶ Work with the committee to arrange selection, training and debriefing of candidates to attend various 

international events
 ▶ Network with other members of WAGGGS on IGG’s behalf
 ▶ Be a member and attend meetings of General Council and the National Programme and Training Committee 
 ▶ Be a member of the CIGA Committee and attend the CIGA AGM 
 ▶ Have the option to attend WAGGGS World and European Conferences

The International Commissioner can appoint an assistant of her choice to support her in her role and attend 
meetings on her behalf as appropriate.

Expenses regarding travel and 
administration costs in conjunction with 
this role are paid in line with Irish Girl 
Guides' expenses and financial policies. 

DESIGN A PROMISE PARTY CUP
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.....and making the Headlines.....

IGG in the MediaIGG in the MediaIGG in the Media
Spotted on Social Media.....

Girl Guides on a Boardroom Cookie Mission – Nenagh Guardian, 24 November
Water Result for Brownies – The Daily Mirror, 19 November
STEM badge for Ladybirds – The Daily Mirror, 15 November

Girl Guides from Galway visit the Bakehouse – Mid-Louth Independent and Drogheda Independent, 13 November
Merlin Woods Guides sell more cookies than any other Irish Girl Guides Unit – Galway Advertiser, 8 November

Dunmanway Girl Guides giving girls confidence – West Cork People, 2 November
Dundrum Guides are urged to dream big by teen entrepreneur – Southside People, 31 October

Girl Guides receive Trailblazer Awards – Limerick Leader, 31 October
Cavan and Monaghan Girl Guides scoop top Guiding award – Northern Standard, 25 October

Kerry Girl Guides scoop top Guiding award – Killarney Outlook, 26 October
Awards: Girls are Trailblazers – Irish Independent, 15 October

Local Girl Guide Aisling named as UN delegate – Dublin Voice, 1 October
Girl Guides hike 50km of the South Leinster Way – Dungarvan Observer, 29 September

Meath girls’ courage guided them through gruelling challenge – Meath Chronicle, 22 September

"

Are you on social media 
all the time? Passionate 

about PR? If so, we’d 
love to hear from you as 
the IGG Communications 
Committee needs a few 

more members!

To find out more, email 
Vera at veraoriordan676@

hotmail.com or Beth at 
elizabethmoody157@

gmail.com 

“On My Honour,
I will try,
There’s a duty to be done,
And I say aye.
There’s a reason here…. See More 

Minister Josepha Madigan
November 9 at 9:23 PM

Rick O’Shea   @rickoshea . Nov 14

Meant to mention that the @IrishGirlGuides cookies are on sale for the Month of 
November (yes, they are a thing here too and they’re delicious!).

Buy some if you see them – they’re a brilliant organisation and not just because
my daughter’s been one for years and loves them!

Senior Branchers from Carnmore, Galway making it out of the Vault
Escape Room in Galway in record time of 37 mins!! Girl power!!

Marie Laffey - Irish Girl Guides
November 8 at 9:11 AM
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COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE AND NPT NEWS

VERA O'RIORDAN - Chair
My name is Vera and I am currently studying Energy Engineering at UCC. I’m 
interested in urban planning, politics and climate action. I’m a big fan of all things 
science and tech-related. I love writing for the IGG blog whenever I get the chance 
and I love to encourage fellow Leaders to do the same! I've been involved with 
Guides for the past 12 years and was previously on the Communications Committee 
as the representative for the South West Region.

Radio interviews are really fun and being a part of the Media Panel is great too 
because you find out about different opportunities to spread the word about 
Guides, to promote events and to represent your Region. I really recommend getting 

involved in the communications and media side of Guiding if you (like me) are not in a position to help out at 
weekly Guide meetings but you still want to be part of the fun and spread the Girl Guide message!

BETH MOODY - Assistant Chair
So, I’m Elizabeth but, as most people in Guiding know me as Beth, I’ll stick with 
that. I’m a Lucan Guide Leader and I’ve been in Guiding as long as I can remember, 
even attending Ladybird meetings as a baby when my mum was a Leader. From 
Ladybirds I’ve gone on to travel to Pax Lodge, Sangam and Our Chalet. I’m also 
busy volunteering with the WAGGGS Europe Region Communications Working 
Group and I’ve been on committees organising conferences such as Next 
Steps, Branch Weekend and National Conference 2019. My more public Guiding 
appearances have been on TV3’s Elaine Show promoting the cookie programme 
and I featured in the IGG recruitment video.

I’m currently studying for my Masters in International Management at Trinity College and I previously studied 
Event Management at DIT. When I’m not busy with Guides or studying, you’ll usually find me on the river with my 
rowing crews or meeting friends for coffee. Like many of my age, I love communications as I never stop talking! 
I’m looking forward to reviving the Communications Committee and facing the challenge of promoting IGG. 

MEET THE NEW COMMUNICATIONS
CHAIR AND ASSISTANT CHAIR

NPT News
Ladybird Branch
30th Birthday 2019 plans are 
ongoing. 

Brownie Branch Secretary
Brownie Branch are seeking a 
Secretary for their committee.

Guide Branch
137 National Guide Awards were 
presented. A Patrol Leaders’ 
weekend will take place in 2019.

Senior Branch
Explorer Belt will take place 
in 2019 and an Easter mystery 
weekend is planned. 2020 will 
have a Chief Commissioner’s 
Award and a national SB camp.

Trefoil Guild
Irish Trefoil Guild National Council 
continue to plan events with a 
number of people now working on 
the Evergreen Challenge. 

Membership, Equality, Diversity 
and Inclusion (MEDI)
SDG 13 Climate Action badge is 
under development with Trocaire. 
LGBTI+ training with TENI on 
17 November was full. CGI also 
attended the training.

International
Uniform guidelines have been 
updated by Executive and the 
international neckerchief for 
Guides has changed. See page 38.

40 IGG members attended the 
selection day in October for 2019 
international events. The following 
were selected:

 ●  Diane Dixon Kusafiri 
Scholarship – Lauren Flynn 
(NE)

 ●  Helen Storrow Seminar – Ciara 
Beth Griffin (WCM)

 ●  Juliette Low Seminar Abroad 
– Beth Moody (E) and Sarah 
O’Donovan (SW)

 ●  Juliette Low Seminar Ireland 
– Katherine Woods (E), 
Amy Wall (MW) and Orla Ni 
Raghallaigh (NE). The other 

Regions will hold their own 
selection days for this event.

EuroJam 2020, Gdansk, 27 July – 
2 August

 ●  Head of Contingent: Lorna 
Finnegan (NE)

 ●  Assistant Heads of 
Contingent: Amanda 
O’Sullivan (E) and Carol 
Stanley (MW)

Adult Training and Outdoors 
(ATOC)
Risk Assessment training was 
given by Anita Boyle at the 
Trainers' Conference. Champions 
Training for OGM and the 
accounts package will be held on 
19 January. A training camp for 
Leaders will take place 12-14 April.

Interest Badges/Special Focus 
Badges

 ●  Surf Smart: Parent surveys are 
slowly coming in.

 ●  Free Being Me: A further 
training event was suggested 
for senior Guides and Leaders.
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LGBTI+ TRAINING: FOLLOW-UP Q&A

LGBTI+ Training Follow-up Q&A 
 
Irish Girl Guides held a training for Leaders in November on LGBTI+. This was funded by the 
Department of Children and Youth Affairs LGBTI+ Capacity Building Initiative for Service Providers 
for Young People. The session was attended by 25 Leaders and was facilitated by Catherine Cross, 
the Family Support and Education Officer of TENI – the Transgender Equality Network of Ireland. 
The following questions and answers were taken from her presentation slides.  
 
If you have any questions on this topic or require support, please contact 
Lisa Challoner in National Office on 01-6683898 or 
safeguarding@irishgirlguides.ie. Catherine has also offered to speak with 
any group of Leaders who may need additional support and can be 
contacted via www.teni.ie or www.facebook.com/transequality or by email at Catherine@teni.ie  
 

 
 

Practicalities Associated with Supporting Young People who are Trans 
 
Q: What is the right terminology and pronoun to use? 
A. A person who is living their life as female should be treated as and referred to as a female. This 
includes the use of ‘her’ ‘she’ ‘hers’ ‘herself’.  In a group setting in Irish Girl Guides, we commonly 
refer to everyone as female.  
 
Q. What uniform will a member who is transgender wear? 
A. All members of IGG follow the same uniform guidelines and wear the 
appropriate uniform to their Branch.  
 
Q. What activities can a trans girl take part in? 
A. All members of IGG should be able to participate in the same activities. For swimming/water 
sports or any activity where changing clothes is required, careful planning may be needed. Many 
teenage girls prefer not to change clothes in the company of others – not just trans girls. Ensure 
that cubicles are provided for individuals to change in. If this is not possible, an alternative activity 
may need to be planned for those who don’t wish to take part in that activity.  

LGBTI+ is an inclusive term 
that is used to include all 
people who are Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Trans and 

Intersex. 
 

An estimated 1% of the 
population will experience 

some form of gender 
variance. In an Irish context, 
this means 45,882 people. 

 

Transgender: Someone 
who identifies with a 

gender other than that 
which was assigned to 

them at birth. 
 

LGB refers to a person’s sexual orientation. TI+ refers to a person’s gender identity. While it is 
important to understand that sexual orientation and gender identity are not the same thing, 
they share an intertwined social and political history. People report facing similar challenges and 
bullying and support groups often work with all LGBTI+.  
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LGBTI+ TRAINING: FOLLOW-UP Q&A

Q. What bathrooms will the trans person use? 
A. Everyone uses the bathroom according to how they identify themselves. Many 
places now have gender-neutral bathrooms with cubicles. A transgender person 
in IGG will be female and will therefore use the female bathrooms.  
 

Q. What support is needed for overnight trips? 
A. Always consult with the trans person and their family before organising accommodation. She 
may have friends in the Unit who are happy to share a tent/room. Careful planning and 
consultation with all concerned will make things easier. At no point should anyone be separated in 
a stigmatised way. TENI can provide advice if you have specific concerns.  
 
Q. What does living your life as female mean?  
A. Just as there is no ‘one way’ of being female, there is no ‘one way’ to be 
transgender. Factors that indicate a person is living her life as female are her 
parents/family referring to her as female and that she is known as a female in 
her school/workplace. For youth members, their parents must sign their 
Personal Registration Form and so will have parental consent to be a member of 
the Irish Girl Guides. This is an indicator that they are living their life as female.  
 
Q. Does a person have to tell the Leader if they are trans? 
A. Under the Equal Status Acts, a person does not have to disclose if they are transgender. On IGG’s 
Personal Registration Form, parents are encouraged to inform Leaders of any issue that may need 
extra support and it’s up to parents if they wish to inform the Leaders. A person’s trans status must 
be treated as confidential and is protected by data protection legislation.  
 
Q. What if other parents object? 
A. Consult with the family of the trans child. It is their decision whether to share information about 
their child’s gender. An information evening may be a solution where parents can ask general 
questions and it can help remove the fear they may have. TENI are willing to speak at such an event 
if you wish to avail of their support services.  
Treating anyone differently because of their gender is a form of trans phobic bullying and is illegal. 
Mentioning this at a Parents’ Meeting may also be useful.  
 
Q. How can Leaders support and protect members? 
A. Leaders can show by example that we should treat everyone the same. It is not the responsibility 
of Leaders to determine whether someone is transgender. Making sure that Guiding is a safe place 
for all our members is the responsibility of the Leaders so mispronouncing or using the wrong name 
in a purposeful and hurtful manner should not be tolerated. Also, it is rude to ask a trans person 
about surgery or hormones. If other girls have questions, develop a programme on diversity and 
inclusion and cover the issues in that way. During that activity, tell the girls if anyone has specific 
questions they can ask a designated Leader (who can offer the girls support).  
 
Q. What is the gender recognition cert? 
A. The Gender Recognition Certificate (GRC) can be used to obtain a new birth certificate. People 
who have a GRC have a new legal gender status ‘for all purposes’. It is not necessary to have had 
any medical treatment to be granted a GRC if over 18. Children aged 16 & 17 can obtain a GRC with 
the support of their parents. It is illegal for IGG to ask anyone for proof of their gender. 
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LEADER WARRANTS

Name UNit RegioN
Pamela Groarke Slievebloom 

Brownies 
Mid West

Catherine Conlon Glyde Guides North East

Rachael Richardson Ballymote 
Brownies 

North West

Eimear McElchar Convoy Guides North West

Anne Marie Finnerty Tireragh Guides North West

Rachel Condron Barrow Bridge 
Brownies 

South East

Sinead Bolger St. Killian's 
Guides 

South East

Fiona Power Bishopstown 
Ladybirds 

South West

Orla Lomasney Buzzy Ladybirds South West

Margaret Malcolmson St Lukes 
Brownies 

South West

Emma McElligott Woodbrook 
Ladybirds  

South West

Danielle O'Brien Alana Brownies WCM

Ann Marie Watson Athenry Guides WCM

Miriam Kivlehan Merlin Woods 
Guides 

WCM

Mary Lillis North Longford 
Brownies 

WCM

Róisín Hiney Bray Ladybirds Eastern

Sharon Cooney Edenderry 
Guides 

Eastern

Mairead Healy Lucan Ladybirds Eastern

Tracy Bryce-Smith Stillorgan Gold 
Brownies 

Eastern

Denise Dunne Stillorgan Gold 
Brownies 

Eastern

Anna Thornton Wicklow 
Brownies 

Eastern

Siobhan Dunlop Wicklow Guides Eastern

Sharon Pickering Wicklow Guides Eastern

Warrants issued betWeen 
24 July and 26 november 2018

LeadeR WaRRaNts

Well done to all

neWly Warranted leaders!
Now continue on your journey with IGG...
Check out Leading the Way - available in 

the Leaders’ area of the IGG website, under 
‘Publications’. Assistant Leaders will find 

guidance on becoming a fully warranted Leader, 
and Leaders will find guidance on further 

training options for up-skilling, for keeping up-
to-date, and for networking with other Leaders. 

Name UNit RegioN
Catherine Casey Camcor Brownies Mid West

Elizabeth Gibbons Dunshaughlin 
Brownies 

North East

Siobhan MacAllister Marymount 
Brownies

North East

Anna Higgins Navan Guides North East

Sarah McShane Navan Guides North East

Tanya Curry Tullyallen 
Brownies 

North East

Melissa Nolan Dolmen 
Ladybirds 

South East

Sinead Bolger St. Killian's Guides South East

Jennifer Wallace Crosshaven 
Ladybirds 

South West

Elizabeth Carson Kenmare Guides South West

Erika Dick Kilcummin 
Ladybirds 

South West

Louise Kellegher Ballinteer Guides Eastern

Elizabeth Kehoe Ballinteer Guides Eastern

Sinead Cullen Ballyroan Guides Eastern

Róisín Hiney Bray Ladybirds Eastern

Emma Bushe Celbridge 
Brownies 

Eastern

Mikeyla Arpac Centenary Guides  Eastern

Aisling O'Neill Centenary Guides  Eastern

Niamh Moore Cherry Dundrum 
Brownies 

Eastern

Anne Pearson Greystones 
Brownies  

Eastern

Ellen Le Callonnec Greystones 
Brownies  

Eastern

Kirstin Jordan Maynooth 
Brownies 

Eastern

Georgina Doherty Naas Brownies Eastern

Noreen Sweeney Naas Brownies Eastern

Lynn O'Donnell Naas Brownies Eastern

Xiaoye Liu Pinewood 
Brownies 

Eastern

Maeve Reid Rathfarnham 
Guides 

Eastern

Chloe Carolan Skylark Guides Eastern

Denise Dunne Stillorgan Gold 
Brownies 

Eastern

Tracy Bryce-Smith Stillorgan Gold 
Brownies 

Eastern

Samantha Doyle Wicklow 
Brownies 

Eastern

Anna Thornton Wicklow 
Brownies 

Eastern

assistaNt LeadeR WaRRaNts
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HARRY POTTER BY THE LAKE

Tullow Guides enjoyed a fantastic weekend away 
in Lough Dan Camp Centre over the mid-term break. We had a 

fantastic Harry Potter-themed camp with activities such as sorting 
into our houses, potions class, Harry Potter cupcakes and a horcrux 

treasure hunt. If any Unit is looking for decoration/activity ideas 
please get in touch. We look forward to going back next year!!  

SLEEPOVERS AND SCARECROWS

Whitechurch Brownies had a sleepover 
in Portmarnock. The girls had a great 

weekend (with very little sleep!), playing 
carnival-themed games such as Coconut 

Shy and Basketball Shoot. They made 
props, put on a show and completed their 

Performing Arts Interest Badge.

The girls won third prize in the Annual 
Eden’s Park Scarecrow Competition. They 

made a sad mermaid who was caught 
in a net with tons of plastic bottles and 

other non-recyclables. Her message was 
to ‘Leave No Trace’ and to take your 

rubbish home and dispose of it correctly. 
The Brownies heeded their own message 

and reused, reduced, recycled and 
recreated. 

LEADER WARRANTS

OUT AND ABOUT
DIWALI 

CELEBRATIONS

Kinsale Brownies 
celebrated Diwali 
with clay lamps, 

rangoli and a 
taster Indian 

menu that they 
spent three 

weeks preparing! 



18 Trefoil News | International 2019

NATIONAL MEMORIAL COTTAGE BOOKINGS

THE  NATIONAL  MEMORIAL  COTTAGE, ENNISKERRY
Bookings for 2019 are open.
Holders of Campers’ Licence (CO), Indoor Licence 
or the old style Pack Holiday Permit should send 
applications for bookings to the Registrar: Ms 
Diane Reid, 25 Abbey Park, Killester, Dublin 5.

Please clearly state name of Unit and enclose a 
large stamped self-addressed envelope together 
with booking fee of €25 per weekend or €40 per 
week, otherwise bookings cannot be accepted. A 
Leader wishing to be assessed at the Cottage for 
her Indoor Licence should send an undertaking 
from her own Outdoor Advisor that a Tester will 
be available for the date(s) applied for.

Terms:
 ▶  €8 per person per night plus €20 per night to 

cover electricity, gas, heating and fuel
 ▶ €55 per person per week          
 ▶ Minimum rent for weekend or midweek booking is €200  
 ▶ Minimum rent for one week booking is €600

The Committee of the National Memorial Cottage wish to draw Leaders’ attention to the following:
1. Leaders must not change weekend bookings amongst themselves without notifying the Registrar.
2. The number of adults entered on the C1 Form should not be changed without notifying the Registrar.
3. The Registrar should be notified when a test is taking place.
4. Inspections will be carried out as usual. We expect the Cottage to be left as it is found, otherwise you may not be 

accommodated again.
5. Any Leader who wishes to book the Cottage for a family holiday may apply by completing the form. The same 

rules will apply. Guiding activity weekends will get first preference.

Leaders wishing to be assessed for Indoor Licence at the Cottage should have the section below 
completed before sending in their booking form.

The Tester (Leader-in-charge) must be resident for the whole period of the booking.

Date Basic Standard attained: ______________________________________________________________

I certify that ______________________________________ is a suitable Leader to hold an Indoor Licence.

Signed: _________________________________ (District Commissioner)           Date: _________________

I undertake to arrange for _________________________________________ to be assessed for Indoor 

Licence on the dates requested above and to ensure that a Licensed Leader is resident during this period.

Signed: _________________________________ (Outdoor Advisor)                     Date: _________________

THE NATIONAL MEMORIAL COTTAGE, ENNISKERRY – BOOKING FORM
Name: ______________________________________________ Phone No.: _________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Unit: _______________________________________________ Region: ____________________________

Licence Held: ________________________________________ Dated: _____________________________
                                  (if for assessment, see below)

Dates required: (1st choice)____________________________ (2nd choice) _________________________

Booking fee of ________________ enclosed herewith – cheque made payable to ‘Irish Girl Guides’.
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LEADER RETENTION AND PENPALS

Retention of Leaders is 
always an issue. Every 

year, approximately 
300 women join Irish 

Girl Guides and become 
Leaders. But, every 

year, approximately the 
same amount, leave the 

organisation. Adults stay 
in the movement due to 

on-going support and 
friendships, where they 

belong to a team and 
have the feeling of being 

valued.

Many adults like a 
challenge and enjoy 

running a programme 
on a weekly basis but 
people’s lives change 
and not everyone can 

stay as involved as they 
once were. We need to 

be flexible about the 
commitment Leaders 

can make and be open to 
adapting roles to meet the 

needs of the volunteer.
People have very busy 

lives these days and can’t 
always commit the time 

we would need. However, 
there are lots of ways we 

can encourage volunteers 
to stick with Guiding.

COSTS OF BEING A 
VOLUNTEER 

Volunteers give their time and 
shouldn’t be out-of-pocket for the 

costs involved. Each Unit can decide 
what costs are payable from the Unit 

funds and what costs each person 
pays. The subs charged to the girls 
should cover the costs incurred e.g. 

some Units cover the cost of uniform 
for Leaders while others pay the 

Leaders’ membership fee each year. 
You can also apply for a Financial 

Assistance Grant from your Region. 
Many Leaders buy craft materials and 
supplies for the Unit and these costs 

should be reimbursed and receipts 
stored with the accounts. 

For some women, childcare costs 
can prohibit their involvement. With 

agreement between the Leaders, the 
cost of getting a babysitter once a 

week for a Leader could be factored 
into the Unit’s budget so that the 
Leader can volunteer each week. 

Don’t put too much pressure on 
anyone – remember that people are 

volunteers. If someone must step back, 
don’t react negatively. Perhaps they 

can help with admin instead or be 
a Unit Helper. IGG have an exit form 
which can be sent to someone who 

leaves permanently.

RECOGNISING 
AND APPRECIATING 

LEADERS
(R&R SHEET #6)

The simplest way to express our 
gratitude to our Leaders is to simply 

say it – THANK YOU!

January or February social get-
togethers are a great idea instead 
of Christmas nights out, especially 

since December can be so busy! 
Why not celebrate completing your 
Census return and annual accounts?

A small token gift from the 
Distribution Centre at the end of 

your Guiding year in June can make 
a Leader feel appreciated.

Long service pins are really 
treasured by IGG members – keep 

an eye on your OGM records to see 
if anyone in your District is due a pin 

and if you’re due one yourself.

Some of the ideas below are from the fantastic new IGG resource 
- the R&R Help Sheets (recruitment and retention). These were 

posted to every Unit Contact Person in the autumn and are 
available on the website.

LEADER

RETENTION

68 IGG Units have enjoyed the pen-
pal aspect of international Guiding 
in the last three years. If your girls 
would like to learn more about 
Guiding/Girl Scouting in other parts 
of the world, why not try being 
pen-pals? Ladybirds and Brownies 
should correspond as a Unit only 
via their Leaders and should not 
share their own home addresses 
and personal details. Guides and 
Senior Branch can correspond 
individually or as a Unit.  

We currently have 29 requests 
waiting to hear from potential 
pen-pals in our Ladybird or 
Brownie Units. They come from 
Canada, Scotland and many 
parts of the USA including 
Phoenixville, Missouri, New Jersey, 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, Baltimore, 
Connecticut, Ohio and Michigan. 
Waiting to hear from Irish Guide 
or Senior Branch members/Units, 
there are girls in Buenos Aires, 
Nashville, Colorado and Missoula. 

It can take a little while to establish 
a link so if we can connect some of 
you in the coming weeks you might 
even have some correspondence 
arrive in time for World Thinking 
Day. This can help to spark your 
girls' imagination about the wider 
world and what other Units do from 
week to week. We hope that your 
girls will have lots of fun getting to 
know their pen-pals and learning 
about the world of Girl Guiding and 
Girl Scouting.

Pen-pals waiting in the IGG Postbox

Making pen-pal connections also covers part of the IGG Journey Programme:
Ladybirds: 
Brownies:  

Guides: 
Senior Branch: 

Ladybird Choice Challenges #30 & #36
Detect - Global Awareness Compulsory Challenge #12; 
Investigate - Global Awareness Compulsory Challenge #12
Pathfinder - Now you’re a Guide Compulsory Challenge #1
Choice Challenge Guiding Adventure #25
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NEWS FROM EXECUTIVE

OCTOBER 2018
The leaflet for Units asking parents to volunteer to do accounts 
was duly approved. They will be emailed out to Leaders and made 
available in the National Resources section of OGM and placed on the 
website.

DCYA
IGG have responded to DCYA’s request for submissions on measuring 
effectiveness and efficiency. IGG have been asked to do a poster 
presentation at a Measurement Conversation event in Croke Park.

Uniform guidelines  
It was decided that the following changes be made:

 ▶ All members of a group travelling together (e.g. a mixed Guide 
and Senior Branch group) may opt to wear the green neckerchief 
with IGG trim and official woggle.

 ▶ IGG uniform must be worn for official events e.g. opening/closing 
ceremonies, meetings, conferences, seminars and trainings where 
required.

 ▶ It was decided that knee-length navy shorts (not denim) be 
added to the uniform guidelines.

New staff
Two part-time RDOs have been appointed to Eastern Region.

Finance report 
Finance recommend that the standard rate of 22c/km or 35c/mile be 
used by Units in keeping with the Regional and National rates. 
Regarding checking Unit accounts, 14 Units were sampled for 2016 
accounts and 37 Units were sampled for 2017 accounts. For 2018, 
Finance intend selecting, on a random basis, one District from each 
Region and offering support to the Unit Leaders to complete their 
accounts. 
Finance intend to offer face-to-face support at a local level and 
helpline numbers will be made available should a Leader like help in 
preparing her accounts. 
After some discussion, it was decided that the membership fee be 
increased by €5 to €45. This will not come into effect until 2020. In 
exchange for this increase, Finance are offering to pay for the Gold 
level on OGM for everyone.

Online booking system for cottages 
This was considered by the IT Strategy Committee and is now in 
development phase.

Strategic Plan up to 2020 
It was decided to keep our current themes and goals until 2022. 
The Strategic Plan 2019-2021 will be reviewed and updated with IT 
strategy, SDGs, development education and properties.  

Vision Statement
It was agreed that we should review the Vision Statement in 
consultation with the girls in 2019.

Youth participation in decision making
Áine Divilly's responsibility as Assistant Chief Commissioner was to 
look at how IGG involves its youth members in decision making. A 
report circulated suggested using the current system of Patrols and 
Sixes. In 2019, Guide Branch are holding a Patrol Leaders' weekend 
and Brownie Branch are considering a Sixer event. Topics for the girls 
to review were agreed by Executive.

DECEMBER 2018
Leader Application Form and Vetting 
Forms/Leader Packs will be available 
online from January 2019. Hard copies of 
the forms will continue to be available.

Charities Regulatory Authority 
Governance Code 
This is a new code and charities have 
to comply with it. For the most part 
IGG are compliant as we voluntarily 
comply with the existing code. A word 
document is now to be completed 
demonstrating evidence of where we 
meet the requirements. 

E-signature policy
An e-signature is one that uses an email 
address shown on OGM. It was agreed 
that the e-signature policy relates to 
signatures within the organisation e.g. C1 
forms and warrant forms. The policy was 
duly approved.

Operational Plan (Targets) for 2019
There will be an updated version 
available at the January Executive 
meeting.

Programme and Training
Jenny Gannon reported that she had 
met a representative from Playstival, 
which is a play focused festival being 
held in Airfield Estate from 11-12 August 
2019. Playstival are very keen for IGG to 
become a partner for the festival and 
run some interactive activities for the 
children (aged 18 months to 12 years) 
attending the festival. It was decided 
that IGG would partner with Playstival in 
2019.

Finance Report
Thérèse Joyce presented her report to 
the committee. The Finance Committee 
continue to work on becoming SORP 
compliant. 

A draft of the IT Strategy document 
had been circulated before the meeting 
and the items that needed discussion 
had been highlighted. Helen Concannon 
commended the team on all their 
work and thanked all involved in the 
IT Strategy Review Team for their 
contribution. 

The next meeting of the Executive 
Committee will be held at National 
Office on Saturday 26 January 2019 at 
11.30am.

EXECUTIVE NEWS
Meetings of the Executive Committee were held at National Office, 27 Pembroke Park, Dublin on 20 October 
and 1 December 2018. The December meeting was preceded by a Regional Commissioners' Council meeting.
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AWARDS GRANTED TO IGG

The Good Governance Awards recognise, support and promote adherence to 
good governance practice within the non-profit sector in Ireland. 

Public trust in the charity sector has been damaged by a number of high 
profile cases of bad governance and unacceptable illegal activities. In these 
times, strong governance is more important than ever. In this challenging 
context, the Carmichael Good Governance Awards aim to support and 
encourage non-profit organisations to communicate their adherence to good 
governance more effectively and in doing so build greater trust.

Irish Girl Guides were awarded the Best Governance Improvement Initiative 
by the Carmichael Centre in November. This award recognised an initiative 
that took place in the last 12-18 months to improve the quality of a non-profit’s 
governance. IGG won the category for organisations with an annual turnover of 
between €250,000 and €1 million, for our Regional Roadshows and Accounts 
Package.  

On the night, ten 
organisations 
were presented 
with awards for different categories, and an Overall 
Award was presented to Irish Girl Guides by The 
Governance Company for our work to date.

Well done to all involved in organising the 
Roadshows and sincere thanks to the 500 
Leaders who attended the 17 events nationwide. 
Congratulations to Julie Stephens and Evelyn Hayes 
for all their work on developing the IGG Accounts 
Package, and to Jenny Gannon, Helen Concannon, 
Amanda O’Sullivan and Jillian van Turnhout for 
facilitating the Roadshows. 

For anyone who missed the Roadshows, 
the presentation is available in the 
Leader’s Area of the website under 
Resources. 

Our photo shows Jenny Gannon, National 
Programme and Training Commissioner and Julie 
Stephens, National Treasurer receiving the Awards.  

Congratulations to Deirdre Henley, South West Regional Commissioner, who 
was presented with a Civic Merit Award from An Gaisce – the President’s 
Award in Farmleigh House recently. This award recognises IGG’s contribution 
to the young people of Ireland.

Deirdre is IGG’s Gaisce 
Coordinator and we 
thank her for the time 
and commitment she 
gives. Helen O’Reilly, 
a Leader in Eastern 
Region, also received an 
award.  

IGG acknowledged by recent Awards 

Civic Merit 
Award from

the President
of Ireland
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NATIONAL GUIDE AWARDS

GUIDE                                      UNIT LEADER
Anna Sexton Blackberry 

Guides
Tracey Keays

Kate Doyle Rathdowney Carol Stanley

Katie Ryan

Sorcha Kelly

Ella McIlroy

Kate Handcock

Rachel Cleary Moyne-
Templetuohy

Catherine Britton

Sarah Hayden

Hannah Brady Grove Guides, 
Bruff

Hanne Naughton

Rachel Brosnan Cashel Liz Ryan

GUIDE                                      UNIT LEADER
Guilia Hutton Sleaty Emily Yule

Emily Meskell St. Bridget's 
Clonmel 

Mena Timoney

Meabh O'Gorman

Evelyn O'Sullivan

Saedhbh Dunne St. Killian's 
Carlow

Adele Mealey

Megan Hosey

Ellen Kirwan O'Brien

Jane Moran

Kaitlyn Tunstead

Aine Whelan

SOUTH WEST REGION

NATIONAL GUIDE AWARDS
13 OCTOBER 2017
MID WEST REGION

SOUTH EAST REGION

GUIDE                                      UNIT LEADER
Holly Pigott St. Peter's Caroline Moriarty

Caoimhe O'Sullivan Barnagore Majella Duggan

Niamh McFall Ardilaun Deirdre Henley

Mia O'Sullivan

Abby Bell Great Island Pat O'Brien

Caitlin Walsh

Chloe Fitzpatrick St. Brendan's Pauline Carroll 

Patricia Gutteridge

Amy Kerins

Kerri O'Connor

Eve Cunningham St. Barbara's Rose O'Shea

Eabha Murphy 

Zoe Nugent

Rebecca Kenny Torc St. Mary's Mary Corkery

Usher Titus

Anna Callanan Kinsale Guides Carol-Anne O'Reilly

Sarah Carroll

Sophie Cumiskey

Rachel Fox

Grace Hynes

Caoimhe Lynch

Siomha Wilson

GUIDE                                      UNIT LEADER
Caoimhe McKinstry Moycullen 

Guides
Sharon Griffin

Niamh Jennings

Aditi Joshi

Caer Lavelle

Ierne Kyne

Emma Dobson Ardagh Joanna Pearman

Sarah Forde

Siobhan Kilduff

Lucy Lyons St. Rynagh's Carina Egan

Roisin Daly Cairde Anita Naughton

Emily Lyons Merlins Woods Sinead Kivlehan

Aoibha Monaghan

Rosa O'Connor

WEST & CENTRAL MIDLANDS
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NATIONAL GUIDE AWARDS

GUIDE                                      UNIT LEADER
Mika Browne Convoy Anne McElchar

Roisin Donnelly Tireragh Geraldine Kiely

Cora Weir

GUIDE                                      UNIT LEADER
Hollie McGeough Glyde Louth 

Village
Mary McDonnell 

Kayleigh O'Reilly Cealla Maureen Dillon

Kamile Mitkute

Molly Fitzpatrick Culmullen Mary Clarke

Roisin Leonard

Sarah Allen Macalla Cathy Brennan

Holly Keogh

Aifric Lydon Cu Chulainn Jessica Woods

Grace Carthy

Megan 
NicDhonnchadha 

Aisling Delaney Loughcrew Tammy Phelan

Caitlin Coyle

Carla Murtagh Monasterboice Marie Taylor

Eimear Holden

Aishling Smyth Ballybay Olwyn Williamson

Aoife McElroy

Aoife Mooney

Aoife Forkin Boyne Valley Ruth Heeney

Katie Daly Millmount Sinead Crilly

Ciara Guilfoyle

Alex Smyth

Emma Keegan Mullagh Pauline Turner

Cerys Rogers

Niamh Turner

Anita O'Reilly

Siofra McGeoghan

Sophie Keegan

Ciara Byrne Knockbridge Irene Byrne

Niamh Callan

Keelin Mackin

NORTH EAST REGION EASTERN REGION

NORTH WEST REGION

GUIDE                                      UNIT LEADER
Ciara Egan Howth Guides Mary Clarke

Sophie Moore Edenderry Ann Doyle

Caitriona Daibhis Newbridge Lesley Goldsmith

Isabelle Kelleher

Sophia Ball Maynooth Jackie McGloughlin

Amy Day

Amalia Kakouli-
Duarte

Sarah McNamara

Niav Connolly Ballyroan Anne McPartland

Cora Keogh

Hayley Dockrell Naas Lisa Uhlemann

Rachel Doyle

Aisling Early

Rebecca Hogan

Rebecca Murphy

Molly Sullivan

Khadeejah Buhidma Centenary Aisling O'Boyle

Leah Giersch

Amy Herskind

Kate Mulcahy

Marsha Redmond

Alyssa Burns Dun Olaf Cathy Tonge

Grace Harbison

Molly Powell

Chloe Brennan Prosperous/
Lakeside

Rebecca Campbell

Laura Brennan

Katelyn Connell

Holly Crosson

Ella Donnelly

Siobhan Melia

Nora O'Connor

Alex Andres Lucan Amanda O'Sullivan

Robin Andres

Amber Brady

Jessica Cable

Stephanie Molloy

Aisling O'Dwyer

Keira Radford

Aoife Stoneham

Aideen Carmody Griffeen Valley Maresa Connolly

Ellie Cawley

Sorcha Farrell 

Simone Fraser

Emma Hudson

Alana McDonnell

Lucy O'Farrell
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Our first two
Golden Sun 
awardees!

Congratulations to Aisling Claffey from Cork 
and Aoife Leamy from Newbridge who were 
presented with the Golden Sun Award at 
Senior Branch Weekend! They are the first 
to receive the award, which was launched 
as part of the Senior Branch Journey 
Programme in 2015.  

The award includes the same components 
as the Gold Gaisce with some additional 
Guiding challenges. Aisling and Aoife 
completed community challenges, 
developed life skills and undertook outdoor 
tasks as well as completing an adventure 
journey and a residential project. Some 
activities they undertook separately while 
some they did together, including an 80 
kilometre hike in Co Kerry, which Aoife says 
was her favourite part of earning the badge.

“It was tough-going,” she says. “Some days 
were easier than others but, as we lay in our 
tent at night, it was nice to chat about the 
day and reflect on the good parts!” 

Aisling says, “We laughed, cried, supported 
and motivated each other. From meeting at 
a Guide camp over 10 years ago, when we 
bonded over beans and ribbons, we have 
completed a number of Guiding experiences, 
challenges and activities together. 
Completing the Golden Sun together only 
seemed right!”

Aisling and Aoife enjoyed 
working towards the 
award so much that 
they completed 30 more 
challenges than they had 
to!

You can read more 
about Aisling and Aoife’s 
experiences in the news 

section of the IGG website!

GOLDEN SUN AWARDS AND IGGIES

IGGIES
a STEM success

… again!
On 17 November 2018, 200 Brownies from North East, 
South East, South West and Eastern Regions descended 
on Dublin City University to showcase their imaginative 
and innovative solutions for saving water based on the 
Lego models they had been working on for the previous 
eight weeks. 

Each team showcased the motorised Lego model they 
had designed and built incorporating a range of sensors 
and motors. They also displayed their posters with 
diagrams outlining the solution(s) they had come up with, 
the feasibility of executing the project and details of the 
programme used. During the expo they explained to other 
IGG members, families, friends and visitors the creative 
solutions they had come up with. 

The project, Irish Girl Guides Innovatively Engaging 
with STEM (IGGIES), is a partnership with Dublin City 
University's Education Department and LearnIT Lego and 
is sponsored by Science Foundation Ireland.

Prof Deirdre Butler of DCU said, “The need to address 
the gender imbalance in STEM disciplines and careers 
is well documented. We in DCU are excited about our 
partnership with the Irish Girl Guides and believe that this 
organisation is uniquely positioned to address gender 
equity in STEM education in Ireland as through their 
organisation they have reach to approximately 10,000 
females aged 5-30 years. 

“To ignite early kernels of interest, we are working with 
the Brownies and building on the need to develop girls’ 
understanding of how STEM subjects can be applied in 
real-life situations.”
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THE WAGGGS THEME THIS
WORLD THINKING DAY IS

GIRLS OF ANY BRANCH MIGHT ENJOY THIS 
FUN SONG BELOW OR THESE BOOKS

LEADERSHIP ACTIVITIES

LEADERSHIP The Little Red Hen
By Paul Galdone (or any version)
The Little Red Hen found wheat seeds and 
wanted help to plant them. No one would help so 
the Little Red Hen planted, watered and weeded 
the plants by herself. The Little Red Hen put first 
things first and enjoyed the results.

IIIFFF Y Y YF YFFF YF YF YFFF YF OUOUOU YOU Y Y YOU YOU YOU Y Y YOU Y ’’’RERERE AAA L L LEADEREADEREADER ANDANDAND Y Y YOUOUOU YOU Y Y YOU YOU YOU Y Y YOU Y  K K KNOWNOWNOW KNOW K K KNOW KNOW KNOW K K KNOW K  I I INOW INOWNOWNOW INOW INOW INOWNOWNOW INOW TTT

(SONG)(SONG)(SONG)

Sung in the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It”
Sung in the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It”
Sung in the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It”

Lyrics By Terri BoseLyrics By Terri BoseLyrics By Terri Bose

If you’re a leader and you know it pump your fist!
If you’re a leader and you know it pump your fist!
If you’re a leader and you know it pump your fist!

(Do two fist pumps)(Do two fist pumps)(Do two fist pumps)

If you’re a leader and you know it pump your fist!
If you’re a leader and you know it pump your fist!
If you’re a leader and you know it pump your fist!

(Do two fist pumps)(Do two fist pumps)(Do two fist pumps)

If you’re a leader and you know it then your actions really 
If you’re a leader and you know it then your actions really 
If you’re a leader and you know it then your actions really 

show it!show it!show it!

If you’re a leader and you know it pump your fist!
If you’re a leader and you know it pump your fist!
If you’re a leader and you know it pump your fist!

(Do two fist pumps)(Do two fist pumps)(Do two fist pumps)

•••
If you’re clever and you know it tap your head!
If you’re clever and you know it tap your head!
If you’re clever and you know it tap your head!

(Do two head taps)(Do two head taps)(Do two head taps)

If you’re clever and you know it tap your head!
If you’re clever and you know it tap your head!
If you’re clever and you know it tap your head!

(Do two head taps)(Do two head taps)(Do two head taps)

If you’re clever and you know it then your actions really 
If you’re clever and you know it then your actions really 
If you’re clever and you know it then your actions really 

show it!show it!show it!

If you’re clever and you know it tap your head!
If you’re clever and you know it tap your head!
If you’re clever and you know it tap your head!

(Do two head taps). Pump your fist (Do two fist pumps)
(Do two head taps). Pump your fist (Do two fist pumps)
(Do two head taps). Pump your fist (Do two fist pumps)

•••
If you’re strong and you know it flex your arms! (flex, flex)
If you’re strong and you know it flex your arms! (flex, flex)
If you’re strong and you know it flex your arms! (flex, flex)

If you’re strong and you know it flex your arms! (flex, flex)
If you’re strong and you know it flex your arms! (flex, flex)
If you’re strong and you know it flex your arms! (flex, flex)

If you’re strong and you know it then your actions really 
If you’re strong and you know it then your actions really 
If you’re strong and you know it then your actions really 

show it!show it!show it!

If you’re strong and you know it flex your arms! (flex, flex)
If you’re strong and you know it flex your arms! (flex, flex)
If you’re strong and you know it flex your arms! (flex, flex)

Tap your head! (Do two head taps)
Tap your head! (Do two head taps)
Tap your head! (Do two head taps)

Pump your fist! (Do two fist pumps)
Pump your fist! (Do two fist pumps)
Pump your fist! (Do two fist pumps)

•••
Continue with additional verses:
Continue with additional verses:
Continue with additional verses:

Helpful... raise your handsHelpful... raise your handsHelpful... raise your hands

Friendly... say helloFriendly... say helloFriendly... say hello

Create your own verse!!Create your own verse!!Create your own verse!!

Check out the 'Follow the Leader' and 'You're a Star' games on page 26 - these games can be played 
with all Branches. Hold a debrief afterwards with the girls:

 ● How did it feel being a leader? Follower?
 ● How did you feel when you performed the incorrect action? The correct one?

These games allow every girl an opportunity to be the leader. It focuses on their skills of leadership 
along with what it's like to follow a leader.

The Paper Bag Princess
By Robert Munsch, Michael Martchenko
The paper bag princess is about a beautiful 
princess whose castle was eaten and the prince 
was taken away by a mean old dragon. The 
princess is left with nothing to wear but a brown 
paper bag, thus making her the paper bag 
princess. The princess sets off to save her prince 
only to realise how shallow the prince is and 
decides to leave him.

The Little Engine That Could
By Watty Piper
The story is about a train filled with toys and 
gifts for little boys and girls that breaks down 
before reaching the children. After asking several 
passing trains for help over the hill, a little blue 
train agrees to help the stranded toys. Even 
though she is small, the blue train tries her best 
to bring the toys to the children on the other 
side of the hill. 

The Lorax
By Dr. Seuss
"UNLESS someone like you...cares a whole 
awful lot...nothing is going to get better...it's 
not." Long before saving the earth became a 
global concern, Dr. Seuss, speaking through his 
character The Lorax, warned against mindless 
progress and the danger it posed to the earth's 
natural beauty. His classic cautionary tale is now 
available in an irresistible mini-edition, perfect 
for backpack or briefcase, for Arbor Day, Earth 
Day and every day.

Rainbow Fish
By Marcus Pfister
The Rainbow Fish believes he is the most 
beautiful fish in the ocean so he won’t play with 
the other fish. Once he has no friends, he seeks 
out advice and is told to give away some of his 
beautiful scales. While he initially refuses, he 
decides to be a leader and think win-win. He 
gives away just one scale but when he realises 
how good it makes everyone (including himself) 
feel, he shares even more scales and has never 
been happier.

SOME GREAT READ-ALOUD BOOKS
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YOU’RE A STAR - 
GAME

Materials: Paper 
star

Instructions:
1.  All Ladybirds sit in a circle.  
2.  One Ladybird is selected to leave 

the group.
3.  All other Ladybirds place their 

hands behind their backs and a 
Leader places a star in one of their 
hands.

4.  The Ladybird with the star must 
start making motions with her 
hands. She can do lots of different 
actions - clapping hands, putting 
hands in the air, slapping thighs, 
tapping head etc.

5.  All the other Ladybirds copy the 
actions done by the Ladybird who 
got the star.

6.  The Ladybird who left the group, 
now returns and stands in the 
middle of the circle and watches 
everyone doing the actions. She 

has three chances to identify 
the Ladybird with the star. 
When identified, all the other 
Ladybirds can shout out 
'you're a star!'

REMINDER
Design your 2019 WORLD THINKING DAY POSTCARD 
and enter the Ladybird, Brownie, Guide, Senior Branch & 

Leader Postcard Competition.

The theme for World Thinking Day is leadership and your 
design should reflect this. Use only pencils, crayons, felt tip 

or paint (no glitter glue!).

Submit your 5 best entries to National Office
on or before 18 January.

LADYBIRDS

FOLLOW THE LEADER – 
GAME 

Explain to the Ladybirds that they must copy the movements and actions of the Leader.

1.  Initially, a Leader should lead the group by walking around the room. The Ladybirds should follow her.  2.  The Leader should make different motions with her hands e.g. wave her hands in the air, put her hands on her hips, salute.  
3.  The Ladybirds should copy the actions. 4.  The Leader should continue the game by changing actions e.g. running, jogging on the spot, hopping, changing direction. Again, the Ladybirds should copy the movement and actions made by the Leader. 
5.  Allow each Ladybird an opportunity to take a turn at being the leader.
6.  You may want to divide the Ladybirds into groups to ensure that all girls get a chance to be the leader.

Hi Leaders,
Happy New Year to all and Happy 30th Birthday year 
to all the Ladybird Units. Here’s to another fun year 
of inspiring the Ladybirds. Also, don’t forget about 
our National birthday party on the 8 June! Mark it in 
the diaries!

In this issue, we will be covering the WAGGGS theme 
of Leadership for World Thinking Day and we will be 
giving ideas for Valentine’s Day as well as using your 
Ladybird Garden.

Ladybird Committee
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LADYBIRDS

I am your #1 fan
Materials:
• Large lollipop sticks (preferably red)
• Heart-shaped foam or card (two for each Ladybird)
• Markers or paint
• Heart-shaped stickers
• Glue dots (hot glue-gun is best used only by Leaders)

Instructions:
1. Give each Ladybird two foam or card shapes and a lollipop stick.
2. Ask each Ladybird to decorate their heart foam/card with the text ‘I am 

your #1 fan’.
3. If you’re using the glue dots let the Ladybirds stick the heart to the 

lollipop stick on both sides, but, if you’re using the hot glue-gun dot the 
lollipop stick and stick the heart to the stick.

4. Make sure it’s fully dry before the Ladybirds start to use the fan.

Instructions:
1. Visit your local paint shop or DIY shop and ask 

for some pink or red colour charts - make sure 
you have enough, one for each Ladybird.

2. Punch a hole in the top of each chart so that the 
Ladybirds can add some decorative ribbon.

3. If you have a heart punch, the Ladybirds can 
punch a heart-shaped hole in each colour section.

4. Give a chart to each Ladybird and let them 
decorate it with stickers.

5. On the back of each chart let the Ladybirds write 
a Valentine’s message.

Valentine’s Bookmarks
Materials:
• Pink colour 

charts
• Pink ribbon
• Hole punch
• Heart punch 

(optional)
• Valentine’s 

stickers

A fun idea for using your Ladybird Garden is to give 
each Ladybird a flower or Ladybird template to let them 
put their names on it and decorate. 

1. At the beginning of each meeting ask the girls to place their flower on the garden.
2. The Ladybirds then stand around the garden depending on where they put their flowers. 
3. If you have space in your hall, you can leave the garden out until the end of the meeting so that the 

Ladybirds can take their flower off the garden when they are going home. They can be kept in a box from 
week to week.

Another idea would be to ask the Ladybirds to put their handprints all around the outside of the garden. Every 
year you can add more and more handprints to the garden. You could write each name above the handprints 
and put the year they started in Ladybirds. 

Ladybird Garden
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BROWNIES
Dear Brownie Leaders, 

Happy New Year! In this month’s edition you’ll find lots of ideas about how to use the Sixer system to 
promote leadership amongst your Brownies at your weekly meetings. We’ve also included some fun 
games and a few Valentine’s Day craft ideas.

Remember, as World Thinking Day is coming up, you can all get another section of this year’s Brownie 
Challenge ticked off the list by completing either of the following: ‘Visit another section of Guiding and 
tell them all about the history of Brownies and that of your Unit’ or ‘Take part in a District/Area/Regional 
event’. We are delighted with the huge number of Units that have already taken part in the Challenge.

We have also included some ideas for running an international-themed Pack Holiday with your Brownies. 

Brownie Branch

REMINDER
Design your 2019 WORLD THINKING DAY POSTCARD 
and enter the Ladybird, Brownie, Guide, Senior Branch & 

Leader Postcard Competition.

The theme for World Thinking Day is leadership and your 
design should reflect this. Use only pencils, crayons, felt tip 

or paint (no glitter glue!).

Submit your 5 best entries to National Office
on or before 18 January.

Transformation Rock, Paper, Scissors
1. All Brownies start out as an egg by squatting down low and waddling like an egg.
2. ‘Eggs’ find another egg and play a game of rock, paper, scissors. The winners turn 

into a chicken.
3. Chickens move on to find other chickens and eggs continue to play against other 

eggs.
4. The losers of each round go down one level. 
5. Each time a player wins a round they transform up into the next stage.

The four stages or transformations are:

Eggs: Squatting down low near the ground

Chicken: Putting thumbs under armpits and flapping elbows

Dinosuar: Arms out and walking like a T Rex

Ultimate Being: Arms up in the air like you just won a race

Source: www.slideshare.net

Game for fun!

We hope your 
Units are well 
under way to 

completing the 
Brownie Challenge. 

Brownies must complete six 
challenges before the end of 

June 2019.
Some of the Challenge 

activities are linked with the 
Leadership theme on

the next page.
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BROWNIES

The theme of this year’s World 
Thinking Day is Leadership. We 
at Brownie level have an inbuilt 
leadership system across the 
Branch in the Sixer system.

What are Sixes?
In Brownies we use a Sixer 
system. It encourages the girls 
to work in smaller groups and it 
helps them to develop leadership 
skills from a young age. A Six 
is made up of no more than six 
Brownies and, depending on 
the overall size of the Unit, the 
number of Sixes you have will 
vary. Each Six should be given 
their own space in the meeting 
room to work.

There are a total of eight Sixes in 
Brownies: Elves, Fairies, Gnomes, 
Imps, Leprechauns, Little People, 
Pixies and Sprites. Each Six has 
a Sixer and a Seconder assigned 
to their group. Each Six has its 
own song and the Six badge 
emblems, Sixer and Seconder 
badges are available from the 
Distribution Centre.

Why do we use Sixes?
Advantages for Leaders

 ● Frees up the Leaders’ time
 ● The Sixer or Seconder 

will help with the younger 
Brownies, especially the 
Tweenies.

 ● Meetings can run more 
efficiently when the girls are 
working in Sixes.

Advantages for the Sixers and 
Seconders

 ● Develops their leadership 
skills

 ● Increases self-esteem and 
confidence alongside the 
extra responsibility

 ● Develops their 
communication skills

 ● Experience a sense of pride 
in being chosen as the Sixer 
or Seconder

Advantages for all Brownies
 ● Younger and quieter 

Brownies can come out of 
themselves more in smaller 
groups.

 ● Brownies develop a sense of 
pride towards their Six.

 ● Encourages Brownies to 
form friendships with girls 
who they may not have 
mixed with outside the Sixer 
system.

Here are some ideas for 
how to use the Sixer 
system. Remember, 

you can use the system 
whatever way works best 
for you as a Leader and 

your Brownies.

 ● Brownies can complete crafts 
in their Sixes with the Sixer 
and Seconder in charge of 
collecting the supplies for 
their group from the Leaders.

 ● When playing group games 
the Brownies are divided into 
their Sixes.

 ● Sixers can collect subs and 
mark the roll book.

 ● The Brownies can complete 
badge work in their Sixes.

 ● Each Six can take it in turns 
to select the opening/closing 
game or song.

 ● If Leaders are running a few 
crafts/activities, the Brownies 
can rotate around to the 
different stations in their 
Sixes.

Some ideas of how to 
promote leadership and 

teamwork with your 
Brownies:

* Remember that one of the 
Becoming a Brownie Guide 
challenges is based on the 
Sixer system: ‘As a Brownie 

Guide you are part of a group 
called a Six. Find out the name 
of your Six, who your Sixer is and 
know your Six song.’

*Complete the following 
activities from the 
Brownie Challenge to 
develop the Brownies’ 

leadership and teamwork 
skills while also gaining 
their Brownie Challenge badge:

 ● Promise: Design a poster 
showing what the Promise 
means to you.

 ● Learn a song and dance from 
another country.

 ● Divide Brownies into Sixes 
and give each Six the same 
equipment. Each group must 
create a game and teach it to 
the other groups.

*Complete the Brownie 
Healthy Friendship Interest 
Badge in Sixes.

1. Examine how people can 
care for one other.

2. Recognise and appreciate 
differences in others, and 
identify ways to treat people 
with respect.

3. Discuss how we can show 
good teamwork. Show 
examples of sharing, taking 
turns and compromise.

4. Discuss ways of including 
everybody in Brownies and 
how we can ensure that no 
one is left out.

5. Identify qualities of a good 
friend.

LEADERSHIP

Full details on the Brownie 
Challenge are available in 

the autumn 2018 edition of 
Trefoil News or on OGM.

There are a whopping 29 

activity ideas for Brownie Healthy 

Friendship available on OGM and 

there are some ideas in autumn 

2016 edition of Trefoil News.
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ROOMS
(five World Centres)

Bedroom - Our Chalet
Dining Room - Our Cabana

Lounge - Kusafiri
Kitchens - Pax Lodge

Outside Area - Sangam

SIXES
(named after Brownie 

names from around the 
world)

Little Friends - Sri Lanka
Bluebirds - Mauritius

Little Bees - Switzerland
Flowers - United Arab 

Emirates

LEADER 
NAMES

Robert Baden Powell
Olave Baden Powell
Agnus Baden Powell

Rosebud

BROWNIES

Pack Holiday season is upon us! 
Over the next three editions of Trefoil News, Brownie Branch will be sharing sample Pack Holidays with you. We 
would love to see as many Brownies as possible have the opportunity to experience a Pack Holiday between 
now and this summer. Even if you don’t have qualifications to bring Brownies away overnight, why not run a 
Pack Holiday taster event and, over the course of a few hours, let the girls experience a sample of what takes 
place on a Pack Holiday. 

If you email us at iggbrowniebranch@gmail.com with your Unit name and the number of girls that took part in a 
Pack Holiday, we will get a treat in the post to all of you as a ‘Well done, well done, very well done’!

If you have other ideas for Pack Holidays please email us or you can post ideas to us at Brownie Branch, Trefoil 
House, 27 Pembroke Park, Dublin 4. We will share the ideas on OGM for all Leaders.

When planning your Pack Holiday and your theme, renaming the Sixes for the weekend can help to reinforce 
the theme. The same goes for giving special names to all Leaders and the different rooms that are in the house/
cottage you are staying in. All of this adds to the special atmosphere that you can create on a weekend. When 
deciding upon your menu for the weekend, you can also change the names of the food around to link with the 
theme e.g. spaghetti can become worms on a Harry Potter/Halloween-themed weekend. Allow your imagination 
to go wild!

International Pack Holiday Ideas

Continental breakfast - juice from Europe, French croissants
Enjoyable enchanting English scones

Totally tasty tortilla wraps from Mexico
Traditional English supper of bangers ‘n’ mash served with a choice of ‘Baden Powell’ Baked 

Beans or ‘Guides’ Own’ Gravy
Swiss hot chocolate

Edelweiss
Edelweiss, edelweiss,
Every morning you greet me,
Small and white, clean and bright,
You look happy to meet me.
Blossom of snow may you bloom 
and grow,
Bloom and grow forever,
Edelweiss, edelweiss,
Bless my homeland forever.

Cuddly Koalas
(Tune: Frère Jacques)
Cuddly koalas, cuddly koalas,
Possums too, possums too.
Wallabies and wombats, 
wallabies and wombats,
Kangaroo, kangaroo.

Other Songs
An Austrian Yodeller
Kookaburra

Valentine's Snowflake

SOME MENU IDEAS

SONGS

LEADERSHIP GAMES
There are two fun leadership-themed games on 
page 26 that are also suitable for Brownies:
Follow the Leader and You're a Star
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Materials:
• Red or white card
• Scissors
• Colouring pencils/markers
•  Optional: stickers, jewels, 

pom poms, glue sticks etc.

1. Fold the template.
2. Cut along the dotted line of the 

template.
3. Unfold the template.
4. Decorate and embellish.

Source: https://www.redtedart.com/valentine-
paper-heart-snowflakes/

Valentine's Snowflake

Trefoil News | International 2019

VALENTINE’S DAY 
CRaFt ideas 

Sources:
www.fromabctoacts.com
www.theresourcefulmama.com
www.redtedart.com
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For Guides, 
check out details 

of EUROPEAN 
JAMBOREE 2020 
on page 39... and 

for TIMPEALL 
AN DOMHAIN 

information see 
page 41.

REMINDER
Design your 2019 WORLD THINKING DAY POSTCARD 
and enter the Ladybird, Brownie, Guide, Senior Branch & 

Leader Postcard Competition.

The theme for World Thinking Day is leadership and your 
design should reflect this. Use only pencils, crayons, felt tip 

or paint (no glitter glue!).

Submit your 5 best entries to National Office
on or before 18 January.

Dear Guide Leaders,

We wish you all a very Happy New Year 

and hope you enjoyed the break. As the 

WAGGGS theme for 2019 World Thinking 

Day is ‘leadership’, we have included a 

piece on the Patrol System (and check 

out the Patrol Leaders' weekend details 

on page 34!). We have introduced a new 

section in this edition, our IT corner; we 

will add something new to it in each 

edition from now on. We hope you find 

it helpful.

We look forward to seeing you at 

the National Conference in Galway in 

February. Finally, we would like to wish 

you all a very Happy World Thinking Day 

and hope you all have great plans for 

your ceremonies.

Guide Branch Committee

LEARN ABOUT WAGGGS
AND ITS MEMBERS

Materials:
 ● Copy of words that WAGGGS stands for

       and copy of WAGGGS Regions and
       countries (all available on OGM)

 ● Coloured card
 ● Long piece of wool or string
 ● Clothes pegs
 ● Two chairs
 ● Laminator (optional)

Preparation:
 ▶ Print the words that WAGGGS stands for - World 

Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts - for each 
Patrol on different coloured card. Tip: laminate these 
pages so they can be used regularly.

 ▶ Cut out each word.
 ▶ For each Patrol, print the names of the WAGGGS 

Regions - Asia Pacific, Europe, Arab, Africa, Western 
Hemisphere - and a number of countries from each 
Region.

1. Place the WAGGGS 
words on a table 
at one end of the 
room.

2. At the other 
end, set up the 
clothesline by 
attaching the string 
to the two chairs.

3. The girls must take it in turns to run up, take a word 
from the line, run back to the Patrol and place the 
word on the ground to form the correct sentence.

4. Then give each Patrol a copy of the Region cards.
5. The countries from the Regions can be either placed 

on the clothesline or on a table or floor.
6. One at a time, the Guides must choose a country and 

put it in the correct Region.

Badge link: Guide World Guiding Interest Badge Option 1

Copy of words that WAGGGS stands for

Badge link: Guide 
World Guiding 
Interest Badge 

Option 5 
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1. The three leaves are for the three parts of the Promise.
2. The flame is the flame of love and humanity.
3. The vain of the leaf is for the compass needle pointing 

the way.
4. The two stars are for the Promise and Law.
5. The outer circle represents our worldwide association.
6. The golden yellow trefoil on a blue background 

represents the sun shining over the children of the 
world.

7. The three blocks are a reinforcement of our three-part 
promise.

8. The white corner (backwards L) is for our commitment 
to peace.

wagggs 
world flag

to peace.

PUZZLING OVER THE FLAG
Materials:
•  Cut out the pieces of the WAGGGS world flag and put a set in an envelope for each team (template 

available on OGM)

• The WAGGGS world flag or a picture of one (also available on OGM) 

The object of the game is for each team to make a world flag. The flag should be hung up so the girls can refer 

to it.

 ▶  The first girl on each team selects a piece from the envelope, runs to the front of the room and sticks her 

piece on the wall or on her team's blank poster. Then she runs back to join her team.

 ▶  Each girl that follows has the choice either to randomly pick a piece from the envelope, run up and put it on 

the wall in the correct place OR to run up to the wall and make a correction or switch some pieces around. 

 ▶ When the world flag is completed, the team must sit down together and yell out 'here is our world flag!’

Badge link: Guide World Guiding Interest Badge Option 2

12 things we share with 
Guides around the world.....
This topic could be used to play a memory 
game - agree a symbol to represent each item 
listed - or it could be a discussion topic with 
new Guides.

1. The Guide Promise 
2. The Guide Sign 
3. The Motto – "Be Prepared" 
4. The Good Turn 
5. The Left Handshake
6. The Guide Uniform
7. The World Flag 
8. The World Badge 
9. World Thinking Day
10. The World Centres 
11. The World Chief Guide 
12.  Largest female organisation in the 

world

Badge link: Guide World Guiding Interest Badge 
Option 3

Source: www.girlguiding.org.uk

An explanation 
of each item 
on this list is 

available with 
this activity on 

OGM.

Worldwide
Guiding

Here's an opportunity for Guides to find out about the 
World Bureau, the World Centres and the World Thinking 
Day fund.

Materials: Internet access, pen & paper

1. Google ‘WAGGGS’.
2. Google ‘WAGGGS World Centres’.
3. Google ‘Guides World Thinking Day fund’.
4. Take notes on each item e.g. What is WAGGGS? What 

do they do? etc.
5. Record all the World Centre locations and find facts 

about each Centre.
6. Record information about the World Thinking Day 

fund e.g. what the day represents, why it is done and 
where the money collected goes.

Badge links: Guide World Guiding Interest Badge Option 4;
Innovator Compulsory Challenge Guiding A;

Trailblazer Compulsory Challenge Guiding B;
Choice Challenge Guiding Adventure No. 8.

4 4
3

7

7

7

8

6

5

2

1

11
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Patrol Leaders 
building 

leadership skills
A good Leader requires the following skills:

1. Delegation
2. Communication
3. Creativity
4. Coaching and development
5. Decision-making 
6. Teamwork

Patrol Leaders, with the help of their Unit 
Leaders, get the opportunity to put these skills 
into practice during their weekly Guide meeting.

1. Delegation  
A Patrol Leader makes everyone feel part of 
the Patrol by giving each Guide a definite 
responsibility e.g. collecting subs, being in charge 
of the Patrol box or arranging the table and 
chairs for the Patrol corner. This gives a sense of 
joint and individual responsibility. 

2. Communication
A Patrol Leader is required to communicate 
ideas and information between the Guides in 
her Patrol and the Unit Leaders at the Patrol 
Leaders' Council. Through the Patrol System, the 
Patrol Leader will encourage the formation of 
friendships and self-expression. 

3. Creativity
A Patrol Leader is encouraged to complete tasks 
with her Patrol. This may be creative not only in 
the practical sense but also in the way she uses 
her creative mind to encourage the Guides to 
complete the task.

4. Coaching and Development 
Patrol Leaders are constantly coaching their 
Guides to develop their skills e.g. teaching knots 
and lashings to develop a gadget or coaching a 
team to play Captain Ball.

5. Decision-making
The Patrol System is a training in democracy. 
Guides learn to express their wishes to their 
Patrol Leader. Within the small numbers of 
a Patrol, a Guide quickly gets to know the 
other members and finds it easier to enter 
into discussion and put forward her ideas and 
opinions. She learns to get along with the others, 
to give and take, to be loyal and helpful and to 
share her talents with the rest of her Patrol.

6. Teamwork
Weekly Guide meetings have a vital role to 
play in a divided world by instilling a spirit of 
cooperation in the Guides. The Patrol Leader gets 
the opportunity to organise games to develop 
teamwork, hopefully a key to a more peaceful 
world. It also provides an important early 
example of democracy.

Guiding in
other countries

Learn about Guides from two other countries, 
what they are called, what Promise they make 
and what their badge is. Locate the country on 
a map and know something of what it might 
be like to live in these countries – climate, food, 
flag etc.

Sample questions/topics:

1. What year was Guiding formed in 
the country?

2. What is their Promise?
3. What is their Badge?
4. Locate the country on a map
5. Climate
6. Food
7. Flag
8. Currency
9. Language

Badge link: Guide World 
Guiding Interest Badge 

Option 7

Venue:
Kilkenny College,
Co. Kilkenny

When:
12-14 April 2019

Cost:
• €60 per Guide
• Earlybird rate - 

€50 if booked 
by 12 January

Patrol 
Leaders' 

Weekend

This will be
a wonderful 

opportunity for 
Guides to

make new friends 
and learn new skills!

The I.T. Corner

WELCOME, WELCOME…

Welcome to our new I.T. corner where we will 
answer your questions and queries in relation 
to using online resources to compliment your 
Guide programme. This issue we will look at 
how to use and build a QR code. 

What do you need: Download a 
FREE QR code reader and 
generator to your phone or your 
tablet.

Once you have downloaded the app, open 
and explore the features. The app will enable
you to scan and open bar codes and QR
codes, allowing you to view the hidden 
data/information.

GENERATING A CODE 
Using the icon at the top right-hand corner (of
this particular app), you will be able to build 
your own QR codes that can be printed. These 
can be used, for example, for a fun scavenger 
hunt or an alternative orienteering course. The 
clues can be embedded in the QR code, print 
them and disperse them around the course.
Guides can open the clues using the QR code 
app on their phones. This encourages the use 
of technology within the Guide programme.

What is next ….

In the coming issues, we will be 
adding these codes to our Guide 

programme pages with extra 
information and resources.

WHY NOT DROP US A LINE…

Using our new Agony Aunt email address: 

frazzledleader@gmail.com

Please start your email with: ‘Dear Guide 
Branch’…

We will do our best to answer any questions or 
queries you may have about the programme,
badge work or ceremonies. We welcome 
emails from Leaders across all Branches. 

Weekend

BOOKINGS:
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/
patrol-leaders-weekend-
tickets-52932475459
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The I.T. Corner

WELCOME, WELCOME…

Welcome to our new I.T. corner where we will 
answer your questions and queries in relation 
to using online resources to compliment your 
Guide programme. This issue we will look at 
how to use and build a QR code. 

What do you need: Download a 
FREE QR code reader and 
generator to your phone or your 
tablet.

Once you have downloaded the app, open 
and explore the features. The app will enable
you to scan and open bar codes and QR
codes, allowing you to view the hidden 
data/information.

GENERATING A CODE 
Using the icon at the top right-hand corner (of
this particular app), you will be able to build 
your own QR codes that can be printed. These 
can be used, for example, for a fun scavenger 
hunt or an alternative orienteering course. The 
clues can be embedded in the QR code, print 
them and disperse them around the course.
Guides can open the clues using the QR code 
app on their phones. This encourages the use 
of technology within the Guide programme.

What is next ….

In the coming issues, we will be 
adding these codes to our Guide 

programme pages with extra 
information and resources.

WHY NOT DROP US A LINE…

Using our new Agony Aunt email address: 

frazzledleader@gmail.com

Please start your email with: ‘Dear Guide 
Branch’…

We will do our best to answer any questions or 
queries you may have about the programme,
badge work or ceremonies. We welcome 
emails from Leaders across all Branches. 
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MEET SAOIRSE SENIOR BRANCH
Hi all,

Saoirse Senior Branch was three years old this year! 
Happy Birthday to us! The founding members, 
Megan, Caoimhe and Niamh, 
paved the way and set the 
bar high for the others who 
followed in their footsteps. 
While completing a Donkey Care 
Course, cooking a three-course 
meal from scratch in Multifarnham 
House for our parents, working 
at IGGNITE2017, completing the 
Bronze Star Award, travelling to 
Wales and becoming part of the 
Ladybird and Brownie Unit Leadership teams, we 
have enjoyed creating our own Journey Programme. 

We have gained confidence in ourselves and 
increased our skill-sets to no end. We do the 
most random things such as making insect hotels 
while drinking coffee, budgeting in the middle 
of our pilates classes, and improvising when 
making pizza and have forgotten the flour for 
the dough. We bring internet safety down to the 
level of Ladybirds (and some of our Leaders, not 
mentioning any names, Dolores!) and attended the 
WCM Regional Conference after swimming in the 
adjoining lake. It’s just fun and spontaneous all the 

way! Our Leader, Val, has often described us as a big 
organised mess but we still get things done.

Our varied personalities all gel together perfectly. 
We encourage and look out for each other and have 
formed a fantastic bond that goes way beyond 
friendship. Despite a few of us having to do the 
Junior Certificate last year, we did not stop our 
meetings as it was a place to just chill out and be 
ourselves. Val always had us stocked with biscuits 
and green tea.

Being such a small group has encouraged us to 
reach out to other Senior Branch groups such as our 
friends in Ardagh and Ferbane. We have attended 
Camp with them, gone on an easter egg hunt across 
Ferbane town, had a barbeque party and a pyjama 
& pizza party with them. As we write this, we are on 
the ferry with them heading to Wales for abseiling, 
gorge scrambling and walled-town exploring!

We are always looking for 
new ideas and adventures 
so, if you’d like to send us 
any, you can contact us at 
tullamoredistrictigg@yahoo.
ie – or, if you’d like to come 
to the midlands, we’d be 
delighted to host you and be 
your tour guides! 

By Ciara Casey

Upcoming SB Events
18th Birthday Party ..... 21 February 2019 at Dublin Zoo

Explorer Belt ..... 27 July to 10 August 2019

Trip to Sangam ..... August 2019

Senior Branch Weekend ..... Last weekend of November 2019

 When:         Mid-term February 2019 - dates to be confirmed 
 Where:         Dublin Zoo
 Who:           Senior Branch members born between 1 September 2000 and 31 August 2001

Check out the Senior Branch and IGG Facebook pages and the weekly email
for the link to register and let us know you’re coming!!

IGG’s 18th Birthday Bash!
 Have you turned 18 since 

1 September 2018
or will you turn 18 before 

31 August 2019???
YES?

Then it’s your turn to 
come to

the Senior Branch 18th 
Birthday party!!
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY, 8 MARCH 2019
"International Women's Day is marked on 8 March each year - yet the global campaign theme continues 
to provide year-long direction to encourage, support and unify gender equality action around the world. 
The International Women's Day website is the go-to hub for everything IWD. It provides direction, 
resources, unity, visibility and more for campaigning groups around the world. There are many relationship 
opportunities for being visible on the International Women's Day website and for project-related activity."

(https://www.internationalwomensday.com/IWD2019)

Ideas to mark the event with your Unit:
 ▶ Invite a local politician to speak about issues in your area.
 ▶ Watch the film 'I am Malala' by Malala Yousafzai.
 ▶ Investigate the International Women’s Day theme.
 ▶  Last year’s theme was #Pressforprogress - investigate this year’s hashtag and inform your Unit 

about your findings.

Programme links:
A. Bronze Star: Global Awareness B. Silver Moon: 

Change, Global 
Awareness 

C. Golden Sun: Global Awareness

Choice 
Challenges: 

A. Community 
No. 10

B. Lifeskills No. 23C. Change No. 1, 2, 14, 16, 17, 25

What is Engineers Week?

Engineers Week is a week-long festival 
of nationwide events celebrating the 
world of engineering in Ireland. The 
annual event is coordinated on a 
national basis by Engineers Ireland’s 
STEPS programme -funded under 
Science Foundation Ireland’s Discover 
programme Call.

Aims

The aims of the week include:
 ● to encourage young people, their teachers and 

parents to explore the fun world of engineering
 ● to generate interest and enthusiasm for engineering 

in their everyday lives
 ● inspire young people to explore engineering career 

paths
 ● highlight the diverse opportunities engineering offers

(Source: http://www.engineersweek.ie/about/)

Check out all the events coming up
and save the dates!

Visit: http://www.engineersweek.ie/2019-events/

Interested in checking out
engineering as a potential career?

Visit: https://steps.ie/students/16-18/what-is-engineering-.aspx

See 

summer 

2018 edition of 

Trefoil News for 

lots of engineering 

activities on the 

Branch pages!

SENIOR BRANCH
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Following our consultations at Regional Conferences in recent 
years, we are pleased to confirm the following items are now 
official uniform for members travelling abroad. These uniform 
options take effect from 1 Jan 2019. Detailed descriptions 
can be found here https://www.irishgirlguides.ie/leader-page/
international/.

Individuals and parties representing IGG abroad must travel 
in their Branch/Leader IGG uniform with the appropriate IGG 
international neckerchief: 

Guides: green neckerchief with IGG trim
Senior Branch: pink neckerchief with IGG trim
Leaders:  purple neckerchief with IGG trim or the silk fuchsia scarf 

with the silver scarf ring

The following woggles are permitted:
 ● Plain navy woggle
 ● President’s 10-year service woggle 
 ● Chief Commissioner’s Award woggle

Members of a group travelling together, e.g. 
a mixed Guide and Senior Branch group, 
may opt to each wear the green neckerchief 
with IGG trim and a navy woggle.

Navy (non-denim) knee-length shorts have 
been added as a uniform option for girls and 
Leaders.

International Committee

IGG INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM

Trefoil News | International 2019

Who can go?

How many people can sign up?

How can I sign up?

I don’t have any camping qualifications;
do I need any?
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Participants are girls who will be aged 14 on 27 July 
2020 and who will not yet have turned 18. We have 
some flexibility at the younger age level for the ‘almost’ 
14-year olds. There is no flexibility for the upper age 
limit.

Adults over 18, from all Branches, can attend as Patrol 
Leaders or International Service Team (IST) members. 
There is no upper age limit on Patrol Leaders or IST.
While Leaders are welcome, girls can attend without 
their own Leaders.

Some Leaders will need to have camping qualifications 
but not every Leader. You should enjoy camping to get 
the most out of this event. As the event is two years 
away you also have time to build up your experience 
and earn some qualifications if you are interested. 
Perhaps you could gain your Senior Campcraft? 
Talk to your local Outdoor Advisor (OA) for further 
information.

There will be a National Outdoor Training Weekend in 
Beech Cottage on 12-14 April. This would be a great 
place to start considering earning your camping 
qualifications. Keep an eye on the weekly newsletters 
and website calendar for more details.

There is no limit on the number of girls who can attend. 
Let’s have a big IGGNITE reunion in Poland!
The number of Leaders required will depend on the 
number of girls. We need one adult Leader for every 
nine girls to form a Patrol. Additional Leaders can 
attend as IST.

Units can sign up as a Patrol if they have nine girls 
and a Leader interested in attending. If there are not 
enough girls in your Unit, you could form a District, 
Area or Regional Patrol.

There is no doubt that Jamborees can be expensive 
but with enough time to fundraise it shouldn’t be 
impossible. We are working hard to finalise costs at the 
moment. We anticipate that the maximum fee will be 
€1,200 and are hoping to reduce that once we get final 
confirmation of some aspects of the event.

Our fee covers your event fee, your return flight to 
Poland from Dublin Airport (Cork may be an option 
depending on flight schedules and prices), and local 
transport to and from the venue in Poland. It also 
covers a training weekend in Ireland before you go 
so you can get to know your Patrol members. It will 
cover a combination of pre/post event activities either 
in Poland or in a country on the way to Poland. It also 
covers insurance and contingent kit e.g. uniform items.

Travel to/from our departure point in Ireland is not 
covered along with a small amount of spending money 
for snacks/souvenirs etc.

If you are a Leader with a group of girls, please email 
us at iggeurojam2020@gmail.com with the number of 
girls you have interested. 

A non-refundable deposit of €50 is required for each 
participant. We will send you the bank account details 
when you get in touch.

If you are the only girls in your Unit interested in 
attending, please ask your parent to drop us an email 
at the address above and we will be in touch.

If you are interested in joining us as IST, please get in 
touch. We have not yet finalised the cost for IST and 
applications won’t open until May 2019. Do get in touch 
so we can get information to you as soon as possible.

In the summer of 2020, Guides and Scouts from all across Europe and the wider world will gather 
on an island outside of Gdansk, Poland. The event organisers are planning to have 20,000 people 
at this event and you could be one of them! This promises to be an event of a lifetime - the last 
EuroJam was in 2005 – so be sure to sign up to be part of this one.

If you have any other questions, please drop us a line at iggeurojam2020@gmail.com and we will 
get back to you as soon as possible.

Do zobaczenia później!  Lorna, Amanda & Carol

EuroJam 2020 - Are you ready to join us?!

Who can go?

What’s included in the cost?

What is not covered?

I’m sold, take my money
– what do I need to do now?!

How many people can sign up?

How can I sign up?

How much will it cost?

I don’t have any camping qualifications;
do I need any?



40 Trefoil News | International 2019

INTERNATIONAL

One wet and dreary September 
morning I was overjoyed to receive 

an email informing me that I 
had been selected to represent 
IGG at The Academy in Skopje, 

Macedonia. After reading about 
other members’ international 

travels over the summer I was 
eager to have my own adventure. 
I was nervous at the prospect of 

being the only person representing 
IGG, but was delighted to hear that Aisling Claffey was 

part of the support team. 

The big day arrived and the reality of being a solo 
traveller set in. I was apprehensive, but this was 

another opportunity to develop my independence 
and leadership skills thanks to IGG. When I arrived in 

Istanbul Airport for my connecting flight to Skopje, 
I spotted a group of people wearing neckerchiefs, I 

instantly relaxed!

The first morning I met two Leaders from CGI, Brid and 
Arelene, and we were best buddies 
for the rest of the week! The theme 

of The Academy was ‘spices’; we 
played los of icebreakers using this 
theme including a spicy version of 

‘Duck Duck Goose’.

The sessions I attended at The 
Academy ranged from discussing 

what makes a quality youth 
experience to learning about 
monitoring and evaluating. I 
gained knowledge and skills 

that will help me at every level 
of Guiding. I was pushed out of 

my comfort zone and this is what 
I love about Guiding, you have the 

opportunity to achieve things which 
you previously thought you weren’t 

capable of. 

While The Academy is focused on 
training and education there was still 
time for fun! The opening ceremony 

was a prestigious affair with the 
President of Macedonia in 

attendance. We had a fantastic 
international night which was 

a showcase of all the different 
cultures of the participants. The 

most valuable insight I gained 
from this experience was having 

the opportunity to talk and share 
experiences with Scouts and 

Guides from different countries. It 
opened my eyes to the reality that 
we are really one big global family.

The 
Academy 

2018

The Academy is a unique Scout 
and Guide event designed to 
enable participants to get high 
quality training and networking 
opportunities around the core 
priorities of the European Regions 
of WAGGGS and WOSM. The event 
is open to anyone holding a role 
at National level in a WAGGGS or 
WOSM association, ranging from 
members of working groups to 

Chief Commissioners.

This year’s Academy took place in Skopje in Macedonia 
and I attended as part of the support team. The support 
team look after the running of The Academy and work 
alongside the host team. The support team is made up 
of members from both WAGGGS and WOSM. 

WAGGGS did an open call in May of this year for a 
Communications Manager. I had attended The Academy 
in Belgrade in 2014 and it has always been a favourite 
event of mine. Outside of Guiding I work in marketing 

and events and I felt this was 
experience I could bring to 
the event. I applied and in 
early June I found out that I 
was chosen for the position. 
I was really excited to, not 
only attend The Academy 
again, but also to have the 
opportunity to work on a 
European WAGGGS and 
WOSM event. 

The role of Communications 
Manager mainly involved 
looking after The Academy’s 

social media sites and website. I 
looked after updating the website 
when new information was 
available and was involved in the 
logo creation and branding for 
the event. At the event I looked 
after photos and videos of The 
Academy, whilst also updating 
the participants’ information 
for different sessions they were 

taking part in.  

The Academy is a great event 
for networking, learning and 
sharing while also having 
a great element of fun. To 
be part of it was a fantastic 
experience! 

#Academy2018
#spicesofscoutingandguiding

By
Katriona

Kiely

By
Aisling 
Claffey
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Unit Level
Check out page 38 of the winter edition of Trefoil 
News for Unit level details at www.irishgirlguides.ie/
winter-2018/ 

Regional Level
The winning Patrols (one junior, one senior) from 
each Unit will attend their Regional event. This event 
will build on the skills demonstrated at Unit level and 
add one new element. Girls will have to:

 ▶ show their craft or game
 ▶ perform their production
 ▶ display their posters
 ▶ make a dessert from their chosen country and 

bring it with them to share on the day

National Level
The winning Patrols (one junior, one senior) from 
Regional level will attend the National event on 
27/28 April. This event will further build on the skills 
demonstrated at Regional level with the addition of 
one new element. Girls will have to:

 ● teach their craft or game to other Patrols
 ● perform their production

 ● display their posters
 ● cook one main course from the country of their 

choice on a lightweight stove
 ● take part in other surprise elements! (Additional 

information will be given to Regional finalists)

Rules
 ▶ Each Patrol should have a maximum of six Guides.
 ▶  All Patrol members must be in primary school to 

be eligible for the Junior Section.
 ▶  Patrols with one or more members in secondary 

school must participate in the Senior Section.
 ▶  As a group Patrols should choose one of the 

focus countries listed above and use the same 
country for all sections.

The venue for our National Final is Sunshine House in 
Balbriggan. There is no cost to the winning Patrols to 
attend this weekend. 

Regional Finals
Contact your International Rep for dates of your 
Regional final.

2019

Are you ready to journey around the world with 
the International Committee in 2019? 

All Guides will be given a chance to participate in this year’s 
Timpeall an Domhain event at Unit, Regional or National 
level.

This year our focus countries are: Jamaica Jordan
New Zealand Nigeria Poland

Denmark trip evaluation at Pax Lodge
On 1 November we arrived in London along with the girls who attended a previous camp in Denmark. There was great 
excitement to see everyone again. We had travelled previously to Pax Lodge with our Unit but we knew this would be 
very different. 

We met in Dublin Airport and set off. Once in Gatwick Airport, we waited for Guides flying in from Cork as this was 
more practical than meeting in Dublin. We travelled to Pax Lodge by bus, tube and some walking. After arriving at 
Pax Lodge, we completed our evaluation from the Denmark trip and hit the hay. The next morning started with Pax 
Lodge’s pinning ceremony, a new experience for most of us. Afterwards, we set off to London with one detour - the 
Guide shop, stocking up on badges and Guiding merchandise.

We saw Buckingham Palace, the London Dungeons, shopped in the M&M shop and had dinner in 
Chinatown. Our evening was spent singing along to Mamma Mia, the musical in 
the West End, after a challenging experience in the tube station! On the bus 
back to Pax Lodge we got talking to an Austrian about Guiding and Ireland. 
On Saturday we woke up early and took the tube to Camden Lock Market. 
We spent two hours eating, shopping and exploring, knowing that we’d be 
on our way home soon. 

When we applied for Denmark, we couldn’t have imagined how amazing it 
would be. We want to thank all our Leaders, especially the ones who led the 
Denmark and London trips. We are so grateful to the Leaders as it wouldn't 
have happened without them. I'm sure all the girls feel this way. Visiting 
London was a unique experience and we will always remember it. 

By Alex Andrés and Aisling O'Dwyer
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INTERNATIONAL

International Committee needs you! For the following roles:

Senior Branch Rep
We’re looking for an experienced Senior Brancher or Senior Branch Leader with interest in sharing international 
events with other Senior Branch members across the country. This position is linked to the Senior Branch 
Committee which means you would also attend their committee meetings. 

Communications Rep
Have you experience with social media, writing blogs or news articles? If so, this may be the role for you. This 
position is linked to the Communications Committee which means you would also attend their committee 
meetings.

Events Officers – there are two separate roles: 
• National: Ideally, you should have previous experience of organising or working on Guiding events. We 

want to promote international opportunities through various National events. This means planning the event 
including sourcing a venue and catering. Depending on the event you may need to pull in other volunteers. 

• International: Have you experienced an international Guiding event before and would love to give 
others the same experience? If so, this may be the opportunity for you! You will get to liaise with future 
international event participants and keep track of our international events. 

For all positions you would be required to attend international committee meetings. The meetings typically 
happen four times a year. They are usually Dublin-based and on a weekend and your travel costs are refunded. 
All International Committee members work closely with other International Committee reps. 

If you think you’re the candidate for these roles please email international@irishgirlguides.ie with a letter of 
application explaining why you feel you would be suitable for the role by 15 February 2019.  

Selection Day
By Elizabeth Moody

and lauren Flynn

The first international selection 

day for 2018/19 was filled with 

anticipation and opportunities. 

With almost 50 applicants it was 

bound to be a jam-packed day. This 

year’s interviews were for:

 ● Leadership events – Juliette 

Lowe Seminar and Helen 

Storrow Seminar 

 ● Training and other events – i.e. 

Academy and Overtures

 ● The Diane Dixon Scholarship 

– cultural programme in 

Kusafiri

 ● National Contingent team

After a quick registration and 

introduction to the day and 

international selectors, we begun 

a speed-dating session with an 

international Selection Day 

twist! We were introduced to the 

WAGGGS’ volunteer resource pool, 

EuroJam 2020 in Poland (see page 

39 for more info) and other ways 

to get involved internationally in 

Guiding. 

The interviews were nothing to be 

frightened of and were actually 

enjoyable. The selectors put 

participants at ease and they lasted 

no longer than ten minutes.

 

While interviews were going on, 

the International Committee 

organised challenges for the 

participants such as building the 

highest marshmallow tower (which 

wasn’t easy) and pig personality 

prediction. However, the time spent 

between interviews was best spent 

getting to know other participants. 

We got to chat about international 

opportunities, past Guiding 

experiences and our general love for 

Guiding.

We thank all selectors for giving 

up their time and well done to 

everyone who put themselves 

forward. Congrats to all successful 

participants!

Tips for future applicants 

for international events: 

If you are thinking of applying 

next year, remember that, for most 

events, you need no qualifications 

(of course there are a few). It’s great 

to have past experience but not 

essential - anything from helping 

at Unit meetings, IGGNITE, 

sitting on a committee or going 

abroad with Guiding. 

Key tip – know some information 

about the event you’re applying 

for and be able to sell your own 

strengths. Check the event age limit 

i.e. Juliette Lowe is 18–30 years.

Trefoil News | International 2019
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REMINDER
Design your 2019 WORLD THINKING DAY POSTCARD 
and enter the Ladybird, Brownie, Guide, Senior Branch & 

Leader Postcard Competition.

The theme for World Thinking Day is leadership and your 
design should reflect this. Use only pencils, crayons, felt tip 

or paint (no glitter glue!).

Submit your 5 best entries to National Office
on or before 18 January.
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Mission Statement
The mission of the Irish Girl Guides is to enable 

girls and young women to develop to their fullest 
potential as responsible citizens of the world.

Irish Girl Guides
National Office
Trefoil House
27 Pembroke Park
Dublin 4
Ireland

Tel: 01 668 3898 / 01 668 9035
Email: info@irishgirlguides.ie
www.irishgirlguides.ie

Registered Charity No. 20006327
International 2019
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